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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are 
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.  

 

From the Co-Presidents’ Desk 

To The Ridges Residents, 

Welcome to 2010! We from the Board hope it will be a 
rewarding year for all. The El Niño storms have taken 
several good swipes at us and, with the dedication of our 
volunteer foul weather crew, we have weathered the storms 
as we speak. 

Our 2009 Annual Ridges Landowners Association meeting 
was held October 25th and the following items of note 
were discussed: 

1) The Hwy 285 coalition may be out of business; 

2) The existing committees of the association were 
reviewed; 

3) Mowing and trimming along all Ridges roads, liability 
issues to landowners due to visibility, and maintenance of 
asphalt surfaces; 

4) Neighborhood Watch Committee needs activation but in 
the meantime get to know your neighbors and transfer of 
the volunteer "patrol" duties were graciously accepted by 
Art Merrick from Victor Hesch, including the need for 
republishing of a "who to contact" list in case of an 
emergency; 

5) The Board passing a resolution changing the number of 
Board members from 6 to 5 effective in 2010; 

6) Association dues are to remain the same in 2010 as they 
have been for several years and the budget as presented by 
Eva Kingston was passed; 

7) Speeding in The Ridges continues to be an issue, are 
more speed bumps the answer? — straw vote says no but 
encourage residents, their visitors and delivery/service 
industry drivers to obey the 25 mph limit! 

The Board met in December and took the following 
actions: re-elected Ken Ferjancic and Fred Strauss to the 

position of Co-Presidents, Dick Altman was voted as Vice-
President, Tim Haggerty as Secretary and your new 
member of the Board, Mary Elizabeth Eisenberg, as the 
Treasurer. A Green Energy Committee, to be led by Dick 
Altman, was created to serve as an adjunct to the ACC and 
as an advisor to the Board for future renewable energy 
projects which may be considered by Association 
landowners. The condition of the gravel roads and 
maintenance of the paved roads will be a priority of the 
Board in supporting the Roads Committee for 2010. 

Most importantly, a grateful appreciation for selfless 
service was bestowed upon Anne Smith and Eva Kingston 
for their donation of time and effort for three years of 
serving on the Board to provide each of us with a better 
community in which we live. Our humble thanks to Anne 
and Eva! 

Your Co-Presidents, 
Ken Ferjancic and Fred Strauss 

Reminder 
The annual association fee was due January 31, 2010. 

Dogs 
There have been numerous "dog" related issues reported to 
your Board of Directors and it is important for all Ridges 
dog owners to understand one of our Restrictive 
Covenants. The Covenant that relates to household pets, in 
part, states: "household pets are not to exceed three (3) in 
number." Additionally our Covenant states "All animals 
should be under the control of the lot purchaser at all times. 
Lot purchasers shall prevent the animal in any way 
becoming a nuisance either from noises created by the 
animals, odors or other practices or conduct which may 
create a nuisance." 

It is advisable and strongly recommended that dog owners 
walk their pets on a leash at all times. Dogs that are not 
under their owners' control and wandering off their owners' 
property create a violation of our covenants as well. 
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We have received numerous complaints about this from 
residents who are walkers and have been confronted by 
uncontrolled dogs leaving their owners' property, barking, 
and/or behaving in a very confrontational manner. This 
type of behavior is strictly not permitted by our Covenants. 
Residents are advised to report any serious dog incidents to 
the County Animal Control Unit as soon as they occur. 

Please see last page of this newsletter for numbers to call. 

Fred Strauss 

Ed. Note: Besides the covenants, Santa Fe County 
Ordinance requires that dogs off the owner's property be 
on leash or "under voice control" at all times. Voice 
control does NOT mean that you yell at your dog and it 
goes ahead and does whatever it wants. Even on your own 
property the owner remains responsible for any damage or 
injury to other people or their pets acting in a legal 
manner. 

Change in reporting suspicious activity  

Should you see a suspicious vehicle or person, Tim 
Haggerty, 466-0985, should be called immediately. It is 
very helpful to have a description of the vehicle (color, 
make, model, license plates, etc) or person if at all possible. 
The sheriff's office should also be called. 

Tim will then verify the facts and send a broadcast e-mail 
to all residents via our message system and also notify Art 
Merrick, Security Coordinator. They will work together to 
help keep the area safe. 

And remember, always call 911 if there is a crime in 
progress. Neither Tim nor Art are expected to deal with 
criminals. 

Security 
Many Ridges residents probably read the sobering  report 
that residential burglaries in the City of Santa Fe rose by 
more than 100% in both the second and third quarters of 
2009 compared to figures for same period a year earlier. 
Given the state of the economy, perhaps it’s no surprise. 

Fortunately, our community has not seen the same spike in 
break-ins. In fact, during the holidays and January, there 
have been no reports of such problems in The Ridges. But 
this is no time to congratulate ourselves. As we know from 
recent history, we too can have problems, especially during 
the winter. 

We have recently re-instituted volunteer patrols in our 
neighborhood. While they provide an occasional presence 
on our roads,  they can do only a very little. There are steps 
residents need to take to protect ourselves and our 
property—notably reporting anything suspicious to the 
County Sheriff’s Office. If something seems odd, it 
probably is and it’s worth making some calls. 

I’d also encourage all residents, new and old, to make sure 
that each of their vehicles has The Ridges "R" sticker on 
their lower, driver's side windshield. This helps everyone 
identify our neighbors. If you’re new to The Ridges, 
whether as a home owner or renter—or just have a new 
vehicle—please obtain a sticker from Eva Kingston, 466-
4078. 

Finally, if you’re going to be away and would like to have 
me check the exterior of your house or your porch, feel free 
to email me at Merrick3055@comcast.net and provide the 
dates you’ll be away and perhaps a number where you can 
be reached should I see anything unusual. 

In any event, this should not take the place of having a 
friendly neighbor check your home as well, changing the 
lighting and gathering up the mail and papers each day. 

Art Merrick 

Roads 
During the winter the Roads Committee plows all roads in 
The Ridges when snow depth exceeds 6 inches. This may 
take one or more days after the snow depending upon the 
availability of snowplows at that time. 

There are residents in The Ridges who have small tractors 
with plow blades that can and do plow snow depths up to 
six inches. They are volunteers and plow where they 
wish—usually all of Principe de Paz from the highway up 
to Agua Viviendo to clear the big hills of snow. Sometimes 
they plow the big hill on Immanuel also, but generally on 
no other gravel roads. 

Putting sand on the big hills on Principe de Paz (but not on 
the small hills or flat stretches or road) has been done in the 
past by either by the Roads Committee, or by volunteers. 

Driving in snow is inconvenient, but usually not a problem 
if we remember to: 

1. Drive slowly on snowy or slippery roads. 

2. Use the brakes sparingly or not at all. 

3. Instead of brakes use lower gears 1 & 2, maintain 
forward progress and to keep wheels turning but in control. 

Dave Kingston 
Roads Committee 

We sincerely appreciate those who plow our roads, but we 
wonder - what would be our cost if we had to pay for a 
contract service —Ed. 

Fall and winter fauna 
This issue we have several contributions to the critters file. 
More or less in order of receipt: 
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Tim's Rattlesnake 

Meet Crotalus Viridus Nuntius, commonly known as the 
Prairie Rattlesnake, whose family has resided in The 
Ridges much longer than we have. Usually reclusive in 
nature, this fellow turned up in our front patio on a warm 
October afternoon and is shown photographed in the 
bottom of a plastic bucket, awaiting relocation. The Prairie 
Rattlesnake is a subspecies of the Western Rattlesnake, the 
most common rattlesnake in the Western U.S. They feed on 
a diet of small mammals such as mice, rats, gophers, 
ground squirrels and prairie dogs. 

 
This specimen measured about 15 inches (more precise 
measurements were problematical) and will prospectively 
grow up to 64 inches in length. But it won’t happen in The 
Ridges. He was taken into protective custody and moved to 
an undisclosed location. Rattlesnakes are harmless to 
humans unless, of course, you’re bitten. The most common 
cause of snakebites to humans is over-curiosity so the best 
approach is to avoid. 

Tim Ames 

Jack's Merlin 

We have a sizeable number of hawks and falcons around 
that tend to prey on smaller birds. This means that they will 
hit the birds at your feeders if they get the chance. We have 
had Merlins (really small, ca. 10 inches including tail) 
every year that we have been here and now we have one or 
more Cooper's Hawks, which look very much like the 
Merlin but are more than twice a big, that are pretty good at 
driving smaller birds off the feeders and into nearby 
windows. Or in the case of a Cooper's Hawk seen by the 
Kingstons, simply snatching a dove right off the feeder. 

The photo is a Merlin breakfasting on a Junco. Quality is 
not great but it was shot through a window in the height of 
a snowstorm. 

 
Jack LaRowe 

Carters' coyote 

In their back yard at noon on a sunny after-snow day: 

 
Dick & Marilyn Carter 

Several Portal Flickers 

We seem to have more than usual Northern (Red Shafted) 
Flickers wintering over this year. We have a male in one of 
our woodpecker boxes and another hanging on to the 
stucco under our portal. Soceas have one on their portal as 
well. The photo is the east end of Mr. Flicker (I can tell by 
the bright red moustache when he flies) wadded up asleep. 
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For those not familiar, these are large, woodpecker-like 
birds with a bright red/orange under-wing that shows in 
flight. They both have a pronounced black crescent on their 
chests and the males the red moustache mentioned. 

Jack LaRowe 

Commentary and Opinion 
In the aftermath of Annual Meeting controversies, and 
discussion by the Board, we are now providing for a 
“Commentary and Opinion” section in the newsletter. 

The guidelines for this column are in the Winter 2007 
issue. 

A SEED OF AN IDEA 

On the subject of putting Lot 11 to some beneficial, 
attractive, and eco-friendly use for the good of The Ridges 
residents, I would like to propose a Community Garden. 
This is really mostly an idea at this point, though with 
some elements of a plan outlined, and with positive 

responses from those polled, including co-president Fred 
Strauss who will bring it up at the next board meeting. I am 
asking here for feedback from residents to see if there is 
enough general interest; if so, we can have a meeting to 
start discussing details and get it going this spring! 

Please call 466-2486; if you e-mail 
karenembertson@earthlink.net Spamblocker will give you 
a request to be allowed, or I might be able to fish you out 
of the spam net if your e-mail address is recognizable. 

Karen Embertson 

��� � Feedback  ÜÜÜÜ  
There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that 
invite comment, or things said of interest. You are invited 
to submit–in writing–items of concern, or, goodness, we’ll 
even take praise! A couple of caveats, however: we may 
edit to a pithy line or two and no attribution will be given. 

Our neighbors 
This column is about and for the residents of The Ridges. 
Input is welcomed from anyone who has news to include. 
Items may be e-mailed to the editor at any time, titled 
“newsletter article” and will be included in the subsequent 
newsletter. We also welcome timely articles. 

—Ed. 

My name is Jeana Lopas and I live in The Ridges. I do 
house sitting and pet care. Please give me a call at 424-
7189 or 660-6425. 

Welcome to Steve and Theresa Lawrence, 104 Principe de 
Paz. 
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The Board of Directors and the Association officers  are listed for your information. 
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday 

through Friday, or email 
 

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE EMAIL COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN/LIAISON 

Ken Ferjancic Co-President 505-466-3669 board@ridgesla.org  

Fred Strauss Co- President 505-466-2842 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions 
Committee Liaison 

Dick Altman Vice President 505-466-4399 board@ridgesla.org  

Tim Haggerty Secretary 505-466-0985 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions 
Committee Liaison 

Mary Elizabeth 
Eisenberg 

Treasurer 602-885-8378 board@ridgesla.org  

Jerry Fornell  505-466-0588 
Office: 
505-466-2612 

ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair 

Henry Lanman  505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair 

Dave Kingston  505-466-4078 roads@ridgesla.org Roads 

Art Merrick   Merrick3055@comcast.ne
t 

Security Coordinator 

Carolyn 
Cochran 

Administrator 505-466-1082 P.O. Box 22352 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87502-2352 

 

Legal Notices, Land 
Transfers, Address and 
other records changes 

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864, 
e-mail: jrlarowe@msn.com 

Fire or Medical Emergency: call 911 
To report a crime in progress: call 911 

������ � ������  

Santa Fe County Sheriff’s Dispatch 
(Non-emergency): 428-3720 

County Animal Control: 
At large animals and bites: 955-2700 
Barking and Information: 955-2701 

Santa Fe Police Dispatch 
(Non-emergency): 428-3710 

EAWSD (Water) Emergency telephone numbers: 
Working hours:  505-466-1085 
Nights, weekends, holidays:  505-780-0090 

PNM (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency Number, 365 
days a year: 
 

(888) 342-5766          (888) DIAL-PNM 

NMGASCO (Gas) Emergency Number: 
 

(888) 664-2726         (888) NMGASCO 

������ � ������  
 


