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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are 
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.  

 

From the Co-Presidents’ Desk 
Greetings to All of Our Ridges Neighbors, 

As another autumn approaches, it must mean that our 
annual landowners’ meeting cannot be far behind. Your 
Board of Directors has been hard at work addressing 
matters that pertain to our beautiful Ridges community. 
Among the items we have dealt with are the state of our 
roads, the upcoming 2010 Budget, new Board member 
nominations, the downsizing of the Board from six 
members to five, and the concerns and suggestions from 
our community. 

We strongly urge all of our neighbors to attend the Annual 
Meeting at 3:00 PM on Sunday October 25th at the 
Eldorado Community Center. It is extremely important to 
have all Ridges residents gather together to hear firsthand 
about our community, as well as to meet each other in a 
social/business environment. It will also give your Board 
of Directors an opportunity to meet with you to hear your 
concerns and suggestions. 

If for any reason you cannot attend the meeting, PLEASE 
fill out your proxy form and return it to Carolyn Cochran 
as noted on the proxy. We sincerely want all land owners 
to be involved in our community. We are looking forward 
to seeing all of you at our annual meeting, and sharing our 
visions and thoughts concerning THE RIDGES. 

Our best regards, 

Your Co-Presidents, 
Ken Ferjancic and Fred Strauss 

Annual meeting 
As mentioned in the Co-Presidents’ letter, the annual 
meeting is October 25th. The format for the 2009 meeting 
will be the same as last year’s with a facilitator to help 
with the flow of the meeting. We urge all landowners to 
attend and, barring that, to submit their proxies. 

Nominating Committee report 
Thanks to Dick Altman for chairing the search for the 
2010 Board nominees. Following is a short profile of the 
one nominee for the three-year term on the Board: 

Mary Elizabeth Eisenberg 

My husband, Dave, and I purchased our home in The 
Ridges in December 2007. After over a year of looking we 
decided on Santa Fe, and particularly The Ridges because 
it complements our desire for a rural, outdoor lifestyle 
without the lack of services and development control. We 
divide our time between The Ridges from May through 
October, and Scottsdale during the winter. We will make 
this our permanent home when my husband retires his law 
practice in Phoenix. 

I am retired. I spent an early career in local government, 
lastly as the Director of Research & Statistics for Fairfax, 
County, VA, and a late career in the financial services 
industry with my own practice in Phoenix and Bethesda, 
MD. I have served on boards and committees for my 
professional associations, including an officer in the 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rotary Club. I am a Master Docent 
with the Phoenix Art Museum with responsibility for 
training docents, giving tours and scheduling tours for the 
Museum during the winter months. While Dave and I lived 
in McLean, Va. I served on the board of our townhouse 
association. 

Roads 
The Roads Committee is planning a final mowing of 
Principe de Paz and Alma Drive in the middle of 
September. Besides mowing the grass and weeds along the 
road, we will cut back on any vegetation obstructing clear 
view along the road, especially around the curves or 
obstructing signs. 

If any resident notices a Siberian Elm (weed tree) growing 
anywhere in The Ridges, they should report it to the Roads 
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Committee. These trees are a nuisance and are found 
growing along the roads in Santa Fe, Eldorado, and 
Cimarron. The committee has systematically removed 
them from The Ridges and along Alma Drive for the past 
15 years (we got only 2 this year), and we wish to keep 
them out. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Dave Kingston, 
Roads Committee 

Snow 
As there won’t be another newsletter before winter comes, 
this is a reminder to drive carefully should we have a 
snowfall. Every year someone goes too fast and ends up 
off the road. Please slow down in snow and on ice. For 
further information about driving in adverse conditions in 
our Ridges, please refer to the Fall 2002 Newsletter on our 
web site: www.ridgesla.org. 

—Ed. 

ACC 
There hasn’t been much activity over the last six months 
so I would like to take this time to remind anyone who is 
thinking of adding an addition, changing the exterior of 
their house, building a storage shed, corral, fence, 
greenhouse or any type of structure, to please contact any 
member of the Architectural Control Committee or myself 
to discuss your plans. 

In all developments such as ours there are always some 
residents who feel they can do whatever they want because 
it’s their property and ignore the covenants. It is the ACC 
responsibility along with the board to enforce the 
covenants no matter the resident is without prejudice. 

Please keep in mind if you are thinking about adding a 
second floor or something that may exceed the height 
requirement as stated in our covenants you must submit 
drawings with a topographic map. 

Any outside construction (even landscaping) that generates 
noise and traffic is limited to Monday through Saturday, 
Sunday is a day of rest so please be considerate of your 
neighbors. 

Jerry Fornell, 
ACC Chairman 

Still looking  

Victor Hesch’s resignation as security coordinator has left 
a void in the Neighborhood Watch Committee and we are 
asking someone to step forward and fill his shoes. True, 
there has been no reported criminal activity here lately, but 
rather than react if and when something does happen, it 
would be so much more effective to have a person in place 
should he/she be needed. Too often we react, and are not 
proactive when a crime occurs. 

Problem pets, or pet problems??? 
We know all pet owners love their animals and that is as it 
should be. However, please recognize not everyone loves 
your animals as much as you do, or may feel they don’t 
know your animal and are leery of it. An animal rushing 
toward a person who does not know it can make the person 
feel threatened, no matter how friendly your animal may 
be. 

Please, please respect the space of others and keep your 
pets under strict control. It is the law in Santa Fe County 
and we also have covenants that cover such things 

To report an animal at large, or if you have been bitten by 
a dog, call Animal Control: 955-2700. To report a barking 
dog, the number to call is 955-2701. 

Our web site www.ridgesla.org has more information 
about animal control as well. 

Critter of the quarter 
The ubiquitous pack rat is common bordering on a plague 
(pun, see below!) in The Ridges. This is a desert version of 
the Woodrat common throughout the United States. Pack 
rats can be any of several species in the genus Neotoma, 
but most commonly the Bushy-tailed Woodrat (Neotoma 
cinerea). 

 
Pack Rat courtesy of the National Park Service. 

(As usual, for those still receiving pulp mail, the photos are 
in full color on the web site.) 

These are relatively small, stocky rats up to a length of 
about 18 inches including the tail (nearly half the length). 
Most I have trapped here are considerably smaller, perhaps 
12 inches. 

The pack rat version is named for their penchant for 
collecting almost anything they run across and take a fancy 
to, from seeds and twigs to shiny pebbles, coyote and dog 
poop, bottle caps and just stuff. They also create middens 
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of all this in, on or nearby their actual nests that are 
normally dug into the ground. 

 
Rat nest just off of Agua Viviendo, 

covered with cholla pads, branches and spines. 

Midden is a fancy name for a pile of trash. Pack rats’ nests 
and middens may be continuously occupied for hundreds, 
or even thousands, of years. Each layer of trash contains 
the collected material, which is cemented together by 
urine. Over time, the midden becomes a treasure trove of 
information for plant ecologists, climate change scientists 
and others who want to learn about past climatic 
conditions and vegetation patterns dating back as far as 
25,000 years. 

While harmless and actually pretty clean for rodents, pack 
rats are a concern locally since they are a major vector for 
plague (Yersinia pestis). Probability of transmission is 
heightened since the rats can carry the disease with far less 
sickness to themselves than some other rodents such as 
prairie dogs that can have whole colonies wiped out within 
days. Since the rats stay alive longer, there is all the more 
time to spread their fleas or make contact with cats or dogs 
that can catch the sick rats with ease and carry the fleas 
and the disease (all mammals are subject to plague to some 
lesser or greater extent) home to share. The disease vector 
for the Eldorado couple who nearly died of plague in New 
York several years ago is conjectured to be fleas from 
rodent nests on their property. 

Note that I have trapped, with little effort, 14 rats from the 
area of the nest shown above in a year. I have also trapped 
eight or so from a new nest forming in a large yucca just 
outside our front door in the last month. 

Note also that in some cultures (Indian sub-continent grain 
growing regions for one) there are numerous recipes for rat 
and ours are almost completely vegetarian so they should 
be “organic.” Protein without guilt? Go Google“Rat 
recipes.” 

Jack LaRowe from various sources 

More about rats: read Robert Sullivan’s book, RATS 
Observation on the History & Habitat of the City’s Most 
Unwanted Inhabitants. Sullivan spent a year observing—at 
night—rats just a few blocks from Wall Street. 

—Ed. 

Commentary and Opinion 
In the aftermath of Annual Meeting controversies, and 
discussion by the Board, we are now providing for a 
“Commentary and Opinion” section in the newsletter. 

The guidelines for this column are in the Winter 2007 
issue. 

��� � Feedback  ÜÜÜÜ  
There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that 
invite comment, or things said of interest. You are invited 
to submit–in writing–items of concern, or, goodness, we’ll 
even take praise! A couple of caveats, however: we may 
edit to a pithy line or two and no attribution will be given. 

Our neighbors 
This column is about and for the residents of The Ridges. 
Input is welcomed from anyone who has news to include. 
Items may be e-mailed to the editor at any time, titled 
“newsletter article” and will be included in the subsequent 
newsletter. We also welcome timely articles. 

—Ed. 

Welcome to our new neighbors Barry and Amy Kentopp 
and their children Robin and Carter, 5 Pan de Vida, 466-
3044.  
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The Board of Directors and the Association officers  are listed for your information. 
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday 

through Friday, or email 
 

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE EMAIL COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN/LIAISON 

Ken Ferjancic Co-President 505-466-3669 board@ridgesla.org  

Fred Strauss Co- President 505-466-2842 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions 
Committee Liaison 

Tim Haggerty Vice President 505-466-0985 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions 
Committee Liaison 

Anne Smith Secretary 505-466-3163 board@ridgesla.org  

Eva Kingston Treasurer 505-466-4078 board@ridgesla.org  

Dick Altman Director 505-466-4399 board@ridgesla.org  

Jerry Fornell  505-466-0588 
Office: 
505-466-2612 

ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair 

Henry Lanman  505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair 

Dave Kingston  505-466-4078 roads@ridgesla.org Roads 

    Security Coordinator 

Carolyn 
Cochran 

Administrator 505-466-1082 P.O. Box 22352 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87502-2352 

 

Legal Notices, Land 
Transfers, Address and 
other records changes 

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864, 
e-mail: jrlarowe@msn.com 

Fire or Medical Emergency: call 911 
To report a crime in progress, call 911 

������ � ������  

Santa Fe County Sheriff’s Dispatch 
(Non-emergency): 428-3720 

County Animal Control: 
At large animals and bites: 955-2700 
Barking and Information: 955-2701 

Santa Fe Police Dispatch 
(Non-emergency): 428-3710 

EAWSD (Water) Emergency telephone numbers: 
Working hours:  505-466-1085 
Nights, weekends, holidays:  505-780-0090 

PNM (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency Number, 365 
days a year: 
 

(888) 342-5766          (888) DIAL-PNM 

NMGASCO (Gas) Emergency Number 
 

(888) 664-2726         (888) NMGASCO 

������ � ������  
 


