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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of

the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are

distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.

From the Co-Presidents’ Desk
Hello Neighbors!

It is summer and as this is written we have had a ¢

amount of moisture for the first six months in our arnea

benefiting our unique ecosystem, aquifers and

disposition. The pifion pines are certainly looking heal
in our community since the dreaded invasion of those |
beetles from the dark side!

Your Board had its quarterly meeting in June. Qu
discussions covered topics ranging from scheduled no%a

maintenance (asphalt and gravel), selective mowing

safety, road maintenance and drainage functions)
planning the annual meeting this fall. One decision of n
was the vote to reduce the Board size from six membe
five, effective January 1, 2010. After lengthy discussion

Board effectiveness and acknowledging the members

consensus at the last annual meeting for a reduced B
membership, it was felt that the board would work w
with five members. The ability to recruit new members
volunteer their time would be improved by le
browbeating (recruiting) of our members.

The Ridges has matured out over the years with relati
few major issues of concern at our meetin

Accomplishments over time have been many, includin

the installation of natural gas lines, paving a
maintenance of our roads, and Architectural Conf
Committee review of home plans. Today, maintaining

community values and the safety of our neighborhood
the focus of our Board discussions.

With two of our Board members departing at the end
their term this year (Eva Kingston and Anne Smith)

will be looking for nominations for a new member. Pleg
consider yourself or a neighbor for this opportuni
Everyone in The Ridges should consider participation
some form whether it is on the Board, one of d
committees or in some other capacity. It is all of ¢

involvement in some capacity which forms the fabric Jof

our community.

Until next time,

pod Your co-presidents

Ken and Fred
pur
ihyRoads

a'ianortant information!

cts
all

As planned in our budget for 2009, we have two projg
r the Principe de Paz asphalt road. First, is to fill
foracks in the road with asphalt from Hijo de Dios to the
%nd of the road at Buen Pastor. Second, a sealant cdating
O,[wiII be applied on Principe de Paz from Hijo de Dios|to
< Ban de Vida. These two jobs are scheduled to be gone
0é%ncurrently on the dates 13, 14, and 15 July. THese
Qontracts came in slightly under budget; so that the mgney

ogr%ved will be used to improve some of the gravel roads

elllTo work on the gravel roads we must wait for the suminer
tanonsoon. We have learned from experience that it dogs no
5sgood to try to grade the roads when they are hard and pone
dry. In trying to grade the dry road, the grader bldde
eFimply scrapes along the surface, smoothing fny
S ashboard (which is soon restored by speeding cars) but
) toing nothing to improve the roads. Some years, wher] we
ave no monsoon, we do no grading of the roads, which
o ould be useless and a waste of money. When ]the
jnonsoon comes (July or August) and we get enough fain
ar{g soak the roads, the grader can cut into the road efdges
and move some of the basecourse from the sides bach into
the center of the road. Additional new basecourse caf be
diauled in and added where needed.

n

gel'his year we have had a wetter-than-usual winter pnd

%pring. As a result, the weeds, chamisas and brush pave
yi'%rown up alongside of the asphalt on Principe de Paz.|The
oads Committee plans to mow the road edges somdtime

uEust after July 15. We plan to mow one to one and a palf

Ufeet back from the edge of the road. Those who wish tg cut




their own chamisas must cut them back at least 1 foot f
the road edge. We plan to mow the road edges two ti

this year, again in September. In this way we hope
prevent most of the roadside weeds from re-seeding. A

of course, safety for walkers and reduction in wildf
hazard are our main concerns.

Dave Kingston

Roads Committeg

Board needs one more director

With the retirement next fall from the Board of Directo
of Eva Kingston and Anne Smith, one new director will
needed to fill their vacancies. The continuing directors
Dick Altman, Ken Ferjancic, Tim Haggerty and Frg
Strauss.

Why one, instead of two? The board has been reduce
five members from six, at the urging last fall of the gelng
membership and by vote at the quarterly board meeting
June 18.

Directors are elected for a one-year term. They mayes
a maximum of three consecutive one-year terms. We |
for a three-year commitment so that people can bec
familiar with service on the Board, then serve as an off
after a year or two on the Board.

Under normal circumstances, the board meets ona
guarter, for a few hours in the evening. While the posit
requires no special qualifications, candidates are expe
to help advance and preserve the quality of life recogn
as the hallmark of The Ridges.

Homeowners who would like to run for director, or would

like to nominate someone else, are asked to submit
names to the chairman of the nominating committee, O
Altman. Call him at 466-4399 or ema
dickaltman@altmanpr.com

Dick Altman

Annual meeting scheduled

The 2009 annual meeting of The Ridges Landown
Association has been scheduled from 3 p.m. — 6
Sunday, 25 October in the Railroad Building at t
Eldorado Community Center. Anne Smith is coordinati
the event. We hope to see you there. More information
be in a future communication.

— Ed.
Email/snail mail

Newsletters are now being sent both by USPS mail ang
those who have indicated the preference so far, a
email. If you did not respond to the questionnaire,
default will be receiving the publication by USPS.

rothyou:

m,{%? signed up for the email version and did not receive it,
or
ISQ.’ you want to sign up for the email version, or

€3, you want to change your mind,

please notify our administrator:

Carolyn Cochran
The Ridges Landowners Association
P.O. Box 22352

rsSanta Fe, New Mexico 87502-2352

gﬁéleighborhood Watch

rdVictor Hesch, who has been our neighborhood watch
coordinator since its inception, has stepped down. We
d'&wank Victor for his conscientious service and always
N Rew that, if we notified him we would be away, he would

%e checking on our property. We have been fortunate that
) Lhce the watch began about two and one half years ago,
there has been little or no criminal activity reported in The
erRidges.

)OOKI present we are asking for a volunteer to become the
Cnﬁ%ighborhood watch coordinator. Please note that the
e'r(eighborhood watch committee functions independently of

the board. One person, or two or more people, interested in
e tlds job who could share the random checks and keep the
onesidents informed of any illegal activities, should call a
ctbdard member or email the board. Victor has stated he has
zexigns, etc., for the next coordinator.

Pancake breakfast

hdihe morning of May 24 dawned sunny and bright...just
ickidding. It was rainy and cool, but hardy Ridges neighbors
| dressed for the weather and turned out for thédnual
Pancake Breakfast. Blue Corn Pifion and Blueberry
Buttermilk went like, well, hotcakes, along with ham, fresh
fruit, coffee and drinks. A good time was had by all,
including Jack and Marilyn LaRowe who won the raffle
gift basket, Sharon Young who won a free haircut from
erd&rmida Arellanes of Wavelengths Salon, and Dick and
."Marilyn Carter who won a gift certificate for breakfast at
heReal Burger.

A any thanks go out to the LaRowes for providing the

W(\hr‘esh fruit, Vera Quattlebaum and Sharon Young for a cash
donation, and the Carters for the beautiful flowers.

We were pleased to have an opportunity to catch up with
neighbors we don't see from day to day and to meet new
neighbors. Also we are proud to have taken no government

:’_i?l\RP funding or bailouts for this project.
ria

lhaVe look forward to next year's™ Annual Pancake
Breakfast, secure in the fact that the Blue Corn Pinon
cakes will not be supplanted by any new weird concoction

as happened last year and that, hopefully, the Tilkemeier's

2



Sour Dough cakes will make a return appearance. We
select a weekend other than Memorial Day, as m

will
ANy

people lamented that they had to miss the breakfast dyie to

holiday travel plans.

Thanks to all the attendees, and to those who could
make it, next year be there or be square.

Charlie and Judy Whiteley,
Larry and Maggi Socea|

Plague season is here

There have been several cases of plague mentiorgwkir
Santa Fe New Mexicalately. The general area in whic
we live has an endemic plague flea population, it seg
One of the first years we lived here, there was a sick
dying ground squirrel off our portal. We contacts
authorities who sent someone to dust any excavations

could be found with a powder to kill the fleas that infested

the squirrels living nearby.

Also hantavirus should be mentioned as another dis
that sometimes occurs in our area., far more deadly
plague if the latter is caught soon enough.

The State Epidemiology and Response Division’s 24-h
number to report suspected cases of either is (505)
0006.

—Ed.
Save yourself!

A cheap, battery operated moisture alarm in our uti
room prevented a recent water leak at the hot wateerhg

(minor repair, potentially lots of water) from being a Ip

more Sserious.

The alarm attracted our attention before much more th
gallon of water had escaped so we could shut down
input and take pressure off the hot line (don’t forget to
off the recirculation pump if you have one!). There was
water damage and almost no lost water.

Cost: a few bucks at a home improvement store and
volt battery a year.

Jack LaRowe
Courtyard watch

The second time something stirred up my wee w4d

feature in the courtyard, | invested in the second cheapest

game camera that Cabela’s has to offer to see what cc
in the night.

So far | have captured (digitally) a calico cat and t
midnight skulker.

not

(B :‘; z 2 =¥
Courtyard C ulyl, 0013

| have no idea what the critter is doing so far from a
caggyular water supply but | have been told they are in the

h@normally dry) arroyo from time to time so I'm kind of
surprised they've not been to the pond before.

A

.= 5.

oonJ

OWlext we try for the coyotes at night and the neighborhood
B27obcat.

Jack LaRowe

As usual, the photo will be in full color on the web site but
this version is far the more dramatic for the subject. — Ed.

ityCritter of the quarter

3 hild of the earth”

t
Largely from
s nhitp://waynesword.palomar.edu/redmite5.htm

thehe Jerusalem cricket or potato bug (Stenopelmatus sp.) is

hwne of the largest insects in New Mexico and common to

N@ur area. They often exceed two inches (50 mm) in length.
(The largest | have seen here is about an inch and a half

abyt they look bigger.) Although they look like a truly giant
ant, they actually belong to the order Orthoptera along
with grasshoppers, katydids and true crickets. This cricket
relative is actually capable of making a rudimentary sound
by rubbing the inner surface of its hind leg against short
spines projecting from the side of its abdomen.

ter

hmes

nis

La Nifia about actual size



Because of its large, bald "baby face," it is also known
"child of the earth" or "nifia de la tierra." Its large size
and humanoid head has caused this insect to be the @
of superstition and fear by some southwestern
Mexican Indians. Navajo people call it "woh-seh-tsinn
which means "old bald-headed man."

The strong mandibles can inflict a painful bite if you mq
with them but they are not poisonous.

With their strong legs and jaws, they burrow into the g

and feed primarily on roots and tubers. They may also fee

on dead insects and debris and may be predatory at tin

They are largely nocturnal and you will probably only g
them if they drown in your pond or birdbath or when o
of our local bats leaves parts around after a feast.

Where potatoes are grown, they may occasionally chey
potatoes; but they are not a serious crop pest like the
potato beetle. These insects are harmless and should T
killed. Please allow them to crawl into a container and
them go free in your garden.

Accumulated from various sources ly

Jack LaRowe

Commentary and Opinion

In the aftermath of Annual Meeting controversies, 4
discussion by the Board, we are now providing for
“Commentary and Opinion” section in the newsletter.

The guidelines for this column are in the Winter 20
issue.

From a concerned resident who wishes to

anonymous:

rem

Just a friendly reminder to all our neighbors—

&o that we may all enjoy our beautiful night skies, please
keep outdoor lighting to a minimum and shield light bulbs
bjetten necessary.

d
a Feedback W

i,ll
There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that
sdvite comment, or things said of interest. You are invited
to submit—in writing—items of concern, or, goodness, we'll
even take praise! A couple of caveats, however: we may
éjlt to a pithy line or two and no attribution will be given.

e©ur neighbors

eqhis column is about and for the residents of The Ridges.

nenput is welcomed from anyone who has news to include.
Iltems may be e-mailed to the editor at any time, titled

“newsletter article” and will be included in the subsequent

V 0 : .
trgwsletter. We also welcome timely articles.

ot be —Ed.
Ie\}\/elcome to Doug and Deb Paolutcio, 104 Principe de Paz.

To the family of Arthur Toor, our sympathy on his
passing.

cIj—|enry and Ziggy’'s* Vacation Services in The Ridges
n
$Baby sitting — Grandbaby sitting;
Dog sitting,
O'Mail and paper retrieval
Plant watering
ain
References available
Call 466-4591

* a.k.a. the Lanman twins




The Board of Directors and the Association officers are listed for your information.
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat  ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday
through Friday, or email

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE EMAIL COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN/LIAISON

Ken Ferjancic Co-President 505-466-3669 board@ridgesla.org

Fred Strauss Co- President 505-466-2842 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions
Committee Liaison

Tim Haggerty Vice President 505-466-0985 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions
Committee Liaison

Anne Smith  Secretary 505-466-3163 board@ridgesla.org
Eva Kingston Treasurer 505-466-4078 board@ridgesla.org
Dick Altman  Director 505-466-4399 board@ridgesla.org
Jerry Fornell 505-466-0588 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair
Office:
505-466-2612
Henry Lanman 505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair
Dave Kingston 505-466-4078 roads@ridgesla.org Roads
Neighborhood Watch
Coordinator
Carolyn Administrator  505-466-1082 P.O. Box 22352 Legal Notices, Land
Cochran Santa Fe, New Mexico Transfers, Address and
87502-2352 other records changes

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864,
e-mail: jrlarowe@msn.com

Fire or Medical Emergency: 911 PNM (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency Number, 365
days a year:

(888) 342-5766 (888) DIAL-PNM

To report a crime in progress, call 911
EAWSD (Water) Emergency telephone numbers:

Working hours: 505-466-1085 NMGASCO (Gas) Emergency Number

Nights, weekends, holidays: 505-780-0090
'9nts, W aay (888) 664-2726  (888) NMGASCO

Santa Fe County Sheriffs Dispatch (Non- . :
emergency): 428-3720 Santa Fe Police Dispatch (Non-emergency)

428-3710




