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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.

From the President’s Desk

Progress report: Alma Drive repaving

Summer is around the corner and in this season of
heightened activity, it is appropriate that our long awaited
Alma Drive repaving project
will finally come to fruition.
We are in receipt of most of
the contributions from other
users of the road. Cimarron
landowners have resurrected
their homeowners association,
elected a Board of Directors,
and given us a letter of
commitment for their share toward the project along with a
substantial good faith deposit.

Murt Byrne, owner of the Eldorado Animal Clinic, readily
contributed all that we requested. Unfortunately, Joe
Miller declined to contribute. Joe approached me about a
change in the Cimarron Lot
17 covenants that would
allow him to erect a second
office building on lot 17b.
When | could not offer any
assurances that such a
change would be well
received by The Ridges
membership, he decided not
to participate in the road
project. Fortunately we
were able to make up the
shortfall from the loss of his
small contribution in order
to go forward with the
project.

A contract with AFJ to
perform the work at a total cost of $75,000 has been
signed. AFJ’s bid was the most competitive of the three

REMINDER

Anyone is welcome to attend the first half hour of our

Board meetings to discuss concerns or make
suggestions. Just email board@ridgesla.org or call
Anne Smith to be put on the agenda. Meetings are

held semi-monthly.

Until October?

requested and reviewed by The Ridges Roads Committee.
The job includes patching as needed and the overlay of 2
inches of asphalt, fully compacted. Additionally, a new
speed bump will be added on Alma as requested by
Cimarron in our negotiations with them. The target date to
begin the work is June 26
with completion on June 27.

Finally, | want to express my
appreciation to Tim Ames for
the countless hours he has put
in to make this happen.
Numerous meetings, mailings
and phone calls were only
part of this 15-month effort.
Now we are hoping that the reestablishment of the
Cimarron HOA will allow our communities to cooperate
on other important matters in the future.

New process for nominating candidates to the
Board

One of the goals of this
Board is to make the
process of selecting
candidates more open and
democratic. Concern was
expressed at the last annual
meeting that there were
really no choices on the
ballot because the number
of candidates was equal to
the positions being filled. It
also appeared that there was
interest in serving that had
not been tapped by our
nominating committee. We
intend to remedy this by
soliciting candidate nominations through a special mailing
in early August. | hope that members will feel free to
nominate themselves or their neighbors. The nominating




committee will contact all individuals submitted for
consideration to discuss the necessary commitment and
determine if they are willing to serve. All those who wish
to be on the ballot will be included. | doubt that you need
worry about an onslaught of campaign calls or polling
agents from potential candidates. If we don’t get enough
response to fill the vacancies, the call you get may be from
the nominating committee.

Another successful pancake breakfast

Many thanks to the Soceas and Whiteleys for hosting the
Third Annual Pancake Breakfast on May 31. A perfect
day, good company and a variety of wonderful pancakes
made this another successful spring gathering. Lemon
pancakes. Why didn’t | ever think of that? | have the
recipe now thanks to Judy.

As a final thought, my recent dealings with Cimarron and
their lack of a functional HOA has made me realize how
valuable and beneficial our association is. There are strong
opinions, conflicts and downright orneriness here
sometimes; but there are also projects that eventually get
accomplished, standards that we try our best to maintain, a
budget with reserves, volunteer participation and mutual
concern. While we sometimes get bogged down in the
contentiousness of the process, we should also be aware of
the enjoyment gained through maintenance of these
beautiful surroundings and, when looked at by potential
buyers, the added value of knowing they would be buying
into a functioning and solvent landowners association.

Anne Smith
President

Water woes

Many conversations this spring have revolved around the
sudden, unexplained drop of our water supply stored in
tanks and the belated enacting
of the Stage 2 Severe Alert by
the EAWSD. There have
been anger,  frustration,
resentment and many other
emotions expressed. At least
one neighbor having the
house stuccoed was
threatened with water shut-
off by a company
representative, without prior
notice of the alert.

If you should observe anyone using fireworks, note
time, place, names if known, and notify the sheriff.
This is not something to ignore; it is simply too

In addition, many residents
have had incorrect billings,
unexplained “late charges”,
misread meters...the list goes
on.

dangerous.

Fireworks banned

At the June 10 meeting of the Santa Fe County
Commission, fireworks were banned until at least
July 10. The lack of precipitation, dry fuels and high
winds were cited as reasons for the ban. If these
conditions continue, it is very possible the ban could .

be extended. The ban does not affect public displays
of fireworks, such as those held at Santa Fe High
School around July 4.

At this writing we continue to be under a Stage 2 Alert.
We were all mailed a description of restrictions for this
alert—if you haven’t taken time to read it, please do so,
and follow the guidelines, no matter how much you may
not like them or disagree with them. Hopefully the
situation will be cleared up soon.

What can you do? Go to the Eldorado Area Water and
Sanitation District board meetings. Check the web site
(http://www.eldoradowaterdistrict.com/)  frequently for
updates (there does seem to be a lag time in postings). Run
for a seat on the EWASD board when election time comes.
Vote. Check your bill carefully every month.

Again, if you have any other suggestions in this regard,
send them in and we’ll publish them in the next issue.

We both own and must rely on this system; since we do, it
behooves us all to get interested beyond the times when
our pressure may seem low or an actual leak occurs in our
neighborhood or an emergency is declared. It affects our
taxes, it affects the value of our property and it can
seriously impact our lifestyle if service is not maintained
properly. Anyone who lives in the district (connected or
not) pays taxes on the district, anyone who lives outside
the district but is connected pays no tax but still can vote
and hold office.

Cheep

Cheap or free things we all can do to help conserve
our precious natural resource, water.

e Take short showers, not baths. Some people
recommend turning off the water when soaping up.

e Some residents say they skip showering or bathing a
day or two a week. Anyone remember our forebears'
"sponge baths"?

e Collect rain water in barrels for watering outdoor
plants, or install cisterns or
other  catchment systems
(admittedly the latter two are
much more costly) to water
outdoor plants. We do not
recommend using this water
for drinking, cooking, etc.
If you are in the market
for a new clothes or dish
washer, look for the "Energy
Star" label that is water
efficient. When we bought
our front loading HE clothes
washer a couple years ago,
our  water  consumption
dropped remarkably.

e Wash only full loads of

clothes or dishes.



* Place a bucket in your shower or bathtub to catch
water until it reaches the desired temperature, even if
you have a recirculating hot water system. We have
always done this; we do not have a drip irrigation
system.

* As an experiment this spring, we placed a tightly-
capped quart plastic milk bottle completely full of
water in each of our toilet tanks (legal, post-1996 1.6
gallon installations). The toilets seem to function fine
with the water displaced in the tank. Time will tell
how much water, if any, is saved. (It is not
recommended a brick be used, as it can disintegrate
over time and perhaps damage the toilet.)

e Plant only xeric plants, except for those in pots,
although we also plant xeric ones in self-watering pots.
Herbs such as oregano, thyme and sage do well with
little water, look nice when established and as a bonus
can be used in arrangements, to flavor foods, make
herb vinegars, dry for future use, etc.

* Collect water used to wash fruit and vegetables to
water outdoor plants.

» Check for leaks by turning off the water at the main
shutoff valve in your house, read the meter, wait 30
minutes, read the meter again. If there is any change in
reading, there is a leak somewhere between the meter
and your house. Of course you must remember that
you should NOT turn on faucets, flush toilets, etc.

Please forward any water conservation ideas you practice
and they will be published in the next newsletter.

—Ed.
News from the ACC

Just a friendly reminder that if you plan to or would like to
make changes to your property, it may need approval.
According to the by-laws, architectural approval is
required for the "construction, exterior modification or
addition to any structure on any lot in The Ridges
Subdivision, and the location and design of all on-site
water and wastewater systems."

Together, we can continue to build and maintain our one
of a kind place we call home: The Ridges. If you should
have any questions about what you may need approval for,
please don't hesitate to call Jerry Fornell, 466-3669.

Happy Summer to All!

The Architectural Control Committee

Roads

Thank you to Tim Ames, mentioned in Anne’s column,
but this time for the harrowing of the dirt/gravel roads in
The Ridges. His work has leveled most of the wash boards
dramatically, making for a smoother transit. While rocks
were brought to the surface, with more moisture they
should be compacted into the dirt. In the meantime, please
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drive the speed limit (25 mph) or less and avoid fast starts
and stops, all of which contribute to wash boarding.

Spring cleaning

After the windy winter and (to a lesser extent, | guess)
recent construction in The Ridges, the roadsides are a
mess. | have policed my road a couple of times and stuff is
still coming in.

1. If you have not, please get out and pick up along your
lot’s roadsides.

2. If you use Waste Management, please assure that your
trash is bagged as well as in the container. The
equipment WM uses will let unbagged trash blow
away while the bin is emptied. They are NOT going to
clean up after the collection.

3. If you have a newspaper home delivered, please assure
that your delivery person is not discarding their
banding tapes along the roadsides. Those are what
those black and, sometimes, blue plastic ribbons along
the roads are. Complain to your delivery person and
complain to their paper office.

—Ed.

The First “Third Annual Pancake
Breakfast”

Saturday morning, May 31, broke beautiful, hot and sunny
in The Ridges and throngs of residents—well, 50 anyway,
including several new residents we were all happy to get to
know—joined Larry, Maggi and Sarah Socea and Charlie
and Judy Whiteley for breakfast in the Soceas comfortable
back yard. The Soceas and Whiteleys provided both
Buttermilk and Lemon-Ricotta Pancakes, Roger and
Jeanne Tilkemeier sent Roger’s Famous Sour Dough
Pancakes (Tilks were double-booked and couldn’t attend),
and the LaRowes and Welsch-Philipps contributed fresh
fruit. Thanks goes to Mary Elizabeth Eisenberg for ably
handling the greeting table.

Each year we come closer to covering the cost of the
Pancake Breakfast with our 50-50 Raffle and this year’s
winners were Art and Velva Merrick who went home with
about enough for half a tank of gas. Jerry and Karen
Fornell were the proud winners of a gift basket donated by
the Soceas.

We want to thank all who attended for the strong efforts
they made to eat every morsel provided and we hope that
next year we see even more smiling Ridges’ faces. We
especially want to thank our Mystery Donors who again
gifted us with a wonderful stipend. Though they won’t
allow us to divulge their names, we hope there will be
speculation at various upcoming social gatherings about
their identity.



To those who lamented the absence of the Blue Corn
Pifion Pancakes, be patient as there is a rumor they’ll
reappear at the First Fourth Annual gathering. Any others
who attended and have recommendations or opinions, feel
free to call Soceas (466-4445) or Whiteleys (466-4138)
and we’ll consider them as we see fit.

Keep us on your calendar for next year, same time, same
location, date to be announced.

Charlie and Judy Whiteley
Larry and Maggi Socea

As usual, photos in full living color on the website. —Ed.

Natural gas revisited

Looking back on the years since the natural gas installation
in The Ridges, there might still be some concern as to
whether or not the change to natural gas from propane was
financially wise. We will make some rough comparisons
based on current price estimations.

One gallon of propane has about 92,000 BTU of energy
while one therm of natural gas has 100,000 BTU of
energy. We have that 100,000/92,000 = 1.087 and
92,000/100,000 = .92.

Propane sells for about $2.60/gallon so that the equivalent
price for natural gas would be 1.087($2.60) = $2.83/therm.

On the other hand, natural gas sells for about $1.20/therm
so that the equivalent price for propane would be
.92($1.20) = $1.10/gallon.

If you use, say, 600 therms/year then the savings for the
year with natural gas over propane would be
approximately 600($2.83-$1.20) = $978.

Clearly, the change to natural gas was worth the switch.

John Brown
The Gas Line Committee

Even easier, since the equivalent price of LP has pretty
much always been something over twice the price of NG
(about 2.3 times with John’s numbers above), simply
assume you have saved more than the amount of your gas
bill every month since installation. Even subtracting out
the cost of appliance conversion, I make it big bucks.

Jack LaRowe

Flora and fauna

Phot by Doug Smith
EARLY BIRD

Oh, if you're a bird, be an early bird
And catch the worm for your breakfast plate.

If you're a bird, be an early bird-
But if you're a worm, be late.

Shel Silverstein

Unwelcome worms

Victor Hesch and others are already reporting infestations
of web tenting caterpillars in The Ridges this year. These
are the larval stages of various moth species. Generally,
the tents house large and voracious populations that can
pretty well strip a tree in a short time.

In our eleven years here, | have seen these only in
deciduous trees and mostly in the foreign (to The Ridges)
trees brought in as landscaping, such as aspens. Different
varieties occasionally infest our native scrub oaks but not
as extensively or often. They don’t seem to bother the
junipers and pifions at all.

One source you can access is
http://insects.tamu.edu/extension/bulletins/I-1637.html
(Texas A&M University); also if you Google “tent worms”



or “web worms”, there is more than you ever wanted to
know about these creatures.

| spoke with Pat Torres, Santa Fe County Agricultural
Extension Agent, about these pests. He said that if noticed
early cutting the affected branches and placing them in a
well-sealed plastic bag and putting it in the trash is a good
way to handle the infestation.

He also said if noticed in early stages, Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt) may be used. If the worms are larger
than one inch long, applying chemicals such as carbaryl,
Malathion™ or Orthene™ is an option. If you decide to
use any of these chemicals, it should be a definite last
resort and directions should be followed precisely.

How do you know whether the worms are tent worms or
web worms? Mr. Torres said that tent worms generally
cover much of the tree, while web worms are more
isolated in occurrence. However, treatment for both is the
same.

Birds have been observed eating these worms and feeding
them to their offspring. This is probably the best of both
worlds: ridding us of pests and feeding another species.
Recycling at its best!

Mr. Torres said he would be happy to have your phone
calls if you have any questions. His number is 471-4711.

Local Color

As we go to press, only slightly late due to this year’s
Global Cooling, one of our native cacti is in full bloom.
Claret Cups are arguably the brightest of our native cactus,
and handsome for the short period they are in bloom.
While not rare here, they are not really common.
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Photo by Jack LaRowe

Normally they are found under a nurse pifion to get them
started but they will survive without the tree once
underway. The example pictured has been transplanted
after its pifion died several years ago.

While they seem to take well to being moved, if you do so,
I recommend that you keep their original orientation to the
sun and water them in well after the move.

Photos in full color on The Ridges website eNewsletter.
-Ed.

Commentary and Opinion

In the aftermath of the Annual Meeting controversies, and
discussion by the Board, we are now providing for a
“Commentary and Opinion” section in the newsletter.

The guidelines for this column are in the Winter 2007
issue.

Unfortunately, there were no acceptable opinions for this
issue.

Feedback <

There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that
invite comment, or things said of interest. You are invited
to submit—in writing—items of concern, or, goodness, we’ll
even take praise! A couple of caveats, however: we may
edit to a pithy line or two and no attribution will be given.

The person writing this is the second one with this problem
and lives in a different part of The Ridges than the
previous writer. There may be other silent persons who are
also experiencing this from some of our more
inconsiderate residents:

“I’ve been meaning to write you about this, but just don’t
get around to it. Not sure when the next newsletter comes
out, but I would like to see something in there about
neighbors walking their dogs and letting them do their
business right by the mail box and newspaper box. We
need to clear up the mess at least one a week. With all the
open space we have | don’t think they need to use those
particular spots. Appreciate if anything thing can be
written about the in our next newsletter.”

Come on, people. Clean up after your dogs. Not everyone
cherishes their leavings as you seem to do. Would you like
to have the same mess at your driveway? If you really
don’t mind, then have the dogs go on your property, not
that of others. But please clean up after your pets
regardless.

—FEd.

Finally, a REAL improvement

A good deal of smoke filled the air over the proposed
covenants revision a couple of years ago. In all of that, the
one sensible, obvious and meaningful change was omitted:
the rule to have NO CHILDREN in this subdivision.

Surely it is obvious that:
e Children use lots of water.



e Children make noise.

e Children need to be driven around, making us spend
even more money for gas.

e Children might play in the streets.

e Children drive up our school taxes.

One looks for a way to say another point with tact—
perhaps it is best just to say that the presence of children
here also might convey an unfortunate impression of how
adults spend their nights.

We hope if the covenants issue comes up again, this
neglected matter will become the first to be taken at its
true value.

Your friend & neighbor,
E.S.
April 1, 2008

Before you call the President or other Board members
about this article, please note the date written and the fact
that for several years an April Fool’s suggestion has come
across the Editor’s desk. Be assured the person writing
this is actually fond of children. The signature has been
changed to protect the guilty. —Ed.

Our neighbors

This column is about and for the residents of The Ridges.
Input is welcomed from anyone who has news to include.
Items may be e-mailed to the editor at any time, titled
“newsletter article” and will be included in the subsequent
newsletter. We also welcome timely articles.

—Ed.
Welcome to our new neighbors:
Lee and Ginger Levin, 127 Principe de Paz, 466-2615



The Board of Directors and the Association officers are listed for your information.
Please feel free to call for assistance or information between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday
through Friday, or e-mail

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE E-MAIL COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN/LIAISON
Anne Smith  President 505-466-3163 board@ridgesla.org
Ken Ferjancic Vice President 505-466-3669 board@ridgesla.org Roads Liaison
Tina Lanman Secretary 505-466-4591 board@ridgesla.org ACC Liaison
285 Coalition Liaison
Web Mistress
Eva Kingston Treasurer 505-466-4078 board@ridgesla.org
Dick Carlson Director 505-466-4868 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions
Committee Liaison
Fred Strauss Director 505-466-2842 board@ridgesla.org Concerns & Suggestions
Committee Liaison
Jerry Fornell 505-466-0588 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair
Office:
505-466-2612
Henry Lanman 505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair
Dave Kingston 505-466-4078 roads@ridgesla.org Roads
Victor Hesch 505-466-3265 vhesch1000@msn.com Neighborhood Watch

Coordinator

Carolyn Administrator

Cochran

Fire or Medical Emergency: 911

505-466-1082

To report a crime in progress, call 911

EAWSD (Water) Emergency telephone numbers:
Working hours: 505-466-1085

Nights, weekends, holidays: 505-780-0090
 ERRERRL I3 a3 -

Santa Fe
emergency): 428-3720

County  Sheriff’s

Dispatch

(Non-

P.O. Box 22352

Santa Fe, New Mexico
87502-2352

Legal Notices, Land
Transfers, Address and
other records changes

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864,

e-mail: jrlarowe @msn.com

PNM (Gas and Electricity) 24 hour Emergency
Number, 365 days a year:

(505) 246-5700
(888) 342-5766
(888) DIAL-PNM
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Santa Fe Police

428-3710

Dispatch

(Non-emergency):



