Number 45 www.ridgesla.org Summer 2007

In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.

. , information on the Annual Meeting, including its date,
From the President’s desk time and place, will be coming your way later this

As the languid days of summer settle deep into our Ridgesummer. As for the Board, both Arthur Reeder and | Will
| can tell you that there is no lethargy allowed amongst|thiee saying goodbye at the end of the year, having servefl the
Board of Directors or the various committees that keep [olif@ximum three years. Our Nominating Committee is blisy
community running smoothly and sitting pretty. Sloth |issearching for willing replacements. Anyone interested in

simply not accepted in The Ridges—the Covenants do|n&€rving on the Association board should contact Tpna
allow it. Lanman (466-4591) or Judy Whiteley (466-4138).

The season of energy began back in May with The Ridgé&dnally, | wanted to stand and applaud the efforts of thpse
Second Annual Pancake Breakfast, a well-orchestraté¥0 have formed and wisely shepherded gur
social gathering, all wonderfully covered with blueberried\eighborhood Watch efforts, most notably Victor Hegch
and syrup, that is quickly becoming a well-attended, mucralong with block captains Karen Embertson, Pgtty
appreciated tradition in our community. Many thanks|to>ciarrotta, Donna Barnsley, Art and Velva Merrid,

the breakfast organizers and staffers (the Lanmans, Sqcéd#gette Philipp, Charlie Whiteley and Patti Turpen. Wgh

and Whiteleys) and to the many residents who camg¢ tBe disturbing news of break-ins last winter and now adain
Rey de Reyes with appetites for buttermilk apdhis summer, it is crucial that we embrace a thoughtful,
conversation. Personally, | am especially thankful for thignified and proactive plan for protecting our homes, pur
year's event. During 50+ years, | have won only two raffl®€longings and—most importantly—our peace of mipd.
drawings — one for a bad haircut in an Esparfiola beaufye diligent road patrols by Victor, newly installqd

salon some years ago and now, finally, a Ridges ball cgp Mgighborhood Watch signage at our entrance and tose
cover up my shiny mess. unique “R” window decals can all help to deter the fJad

Speaking of haircuts, please take time to read \thgat we may develop is simply watching out for suspicidus
Association’s mowing policy article in this newsletter. activity, The Ridges is after all a small community—e
Roadside mowing—to be or not to be, and just hpWyok after each other.

much—is a hot button issue in most rural communities, _ _
and The Ridges is no exception. Each year, as the weed§ank you for your attention and enjoy your sumnjer
wildflowers and chamisa do their thing, we do ours eading.
cutting and trimming, but always mindful of safety and Doug Svetnicka, Presidert
environmental concerns. There are plenty of reasong to

keep plant growth in check along Principe de Paz, andleighborhood Watch

plenty of reasons to be aesthetically a_nd eCOlOQ'C“Xs the Neighborhood Watch Coordinator for The Ridgqs |
careful. We feel strongly that we are paying attentio as hoping to have had good news for our sumfner

both' sets of reasons as we a§k our Roads Comm'ttengwsletter regarding a theft-free summer.
monitor and stay on top of this important roadside mowjng

issue. On July 11, 2007 at 5:57 PM, | was notified that fn

L L . attempted break-in on Principe de Paz had taken place.
Other Association activity is focused on preparing for hel'he incident was reported to the Santa Fe Sherffs

upcoming _annual _meeting in October ~and epartment by the occupants who estimate that Jthe
accompanying election of new board members. Mpre




attempted break-in took place between 3:00 and 4:30
The occupants had been home all day except for a |
time when they left. Upon returning they noticed tha
screen door had been kicked or pushed in as well

window screen. Also a lamp had been knocked o
Nothing was reported stolen.

A large dog in the house at the time may have frighte eg
the intruders away or perhaps the occupants may ha

scared them away upon their return. It appears to me
the intruders knew when the occupants left and may H
had the house under surveillance for a time (speculatio

According to information from the Santa Fe Sheriff
Department, robberies are again on the increase ang
working their way from Arroyo Hondo to Eldorado an
The Ridges.

| had been told the Santa Fe Sheriff's Department
patrol The Ridges for the next two weeks and will contir]
to patrol longer if we request their service.

Later, | called the Santa Fe County Sheriff's Departm
twice to see if they were going to patrol The Ridges
they told the occupants of the Principe home. Both tim
was referred to a Linda Ortiz. Both times | left her

message to return my call. She has not returned any of my

calls.
I have not seen any Sheriff's Deputies patrolling T|
Ridges.

There was a break-in at Los Vaqueros that took plac
mid-July. A large plasma TV, silver, and heirloom jewel
were stolen. Theft is definitely on the increase in our ar

Our awareness must increase and nothing must be t
for granted. Because of our remote location we havg

watch out for each other. If you have an alarm system

please use it when you leave, even if it is just for a s
period of time.

Victor Hesch
Neighborhood Watch Coordinato

If you have not yet been contacted by your block cap
for the Neighborhood Watch, please notify Victor (46
3265).

Vehicle list

Security provisions have been put in place by Vic
Hesch and materials recently distributed to residents
members of the Neighborhood Watch Committee (
stickers, info sheet, house window stickers [ordere
However, it is becoming more apparent that neither al
systems nor law enforcement is going to prevent p
theft in The Ridges, so it remains up to us to be e
vigilant—135 pairs of eyes compared to the occasig

PNDne additional piece of information would be helpful: that
priesf, to identify the vehicles that are likely or possibly to be
&een in your driveway—yours, grown children, the maid,
hshausekeeper, caregiver, gardener, handyman, etc.—those
ethat come regularly to your house. We would ask that you
call your block captain with the color, make and model of
these vehicles. This list will accompany Victor on his
trols and should be updated as necessary. Of course, the
" st security remains our immediate neighbors with a view
00 our house/drive_vx_/ay and knowledge_ of our
q)yehlcles...and. the W|Il|ngness_ to be proactive to help
prevent break-ins from happening.
'S
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Neighborhood Watch Committee
dWhy we mow

The Association has adopted a program of roadside
ilmowing along the paved section of Principe de Paz. While
uydve all enjoy the “country lane” appearance of our roads,

there are compelling reasons why we mow:
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Safety. Always the primary concern on our roads, we

observe a growing problem with chamisa crowding the
roadside on upper Principe. Visibility at street and

driveway intersections, and on curves, is increasingly
impaired. The result is a growing safety hazard that
has resulted in at least one accident. We have
considered selective pruning as an alternative
approach but we simply do not have the volunteer
support for this labor-intensive work.
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Damage to Road Surfaces from Invasive Weeds.
Take a walk along Principe and observe the state of
pavement deterioration. Part of the problem is
attributable to roadside weeds encroaching on and
literally breaking up through the pavement. Along
Alma Drive near Hwy. 285 weeds have encroached up
to 18 inches into the pavement surface. Our objective
is to cut back all weeds adjacent to the pavement in an
effort to control this problem. We are spending
$11,000 this summer to repair damage to Principe.
Very soon, maybe next year, we are facing a $50,000+
expense to repave Alma Drive. This is an ongoing and
significant expense for every lot owner in The Ridges
and we want to reduce that cost.
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3. Suppression of Noxious Weeddnvasive weeds love
the disturbed soil adjacent to paved roads. Water
runoff from the pavement effectively increases annual
rainfall resulting in a lush profusion of roadside weeds.
The more noxious of these include Russian Thistle
(tumbleweed), ragweed (allergies), sticktights (nasty
little burrs in your socks), and puncture vine (flat
tires). By cutting these weeds before they go to seed
we hope that eventually native grasses and wild
flowers will displace them.
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patrol car.



4. Damage to Passing CarsWhen two vehicles pass o
upper Principe, and one of them is a large truck, ¢

are forced to the roadside, often resulting in contac

with chamisa. Chamisa is an unforgiving shrub tf
scratches painted car surfaces. Again, our intentio

to cut back all weeds and shrubs to allow safe pass

across the width of the pavement.

We appreciate the support and encouragement that
have received from many of you for this program.

The Roads Committe

The search is on

The Nominating Committee has started to meet ang
seeking two residents for three-year Board openi
beginning in January 2008. If you would like to volunte
or would like to suggest a good candidate, please call T
Lanman (466-4591) or Judy Whiteley (466-4138) soon.

If your name is mentioned, you may be contacted af

your interest in serving, the duties of our board membsg S

etc.

Besides Judy and Tina, other committee members|arg

Patty Sciarrotta and Marilyn LaRowe.

The Nominating Committeg

What happens at the Pancake
Breakfast...

A beautiful, sunny morning, Saturday, May 19, began W
hungry neighbors streaming onto the Rey de Reyes cu
sac for steaming stacks of Buttermilk with Blueberri
(Tina Lanman), Sour Dough (Roger and Jear
Tilkemeier), and Blue Corn Pifion (Judy Whitele
Pancakes. All the fixings were offered as well, with h
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As neighbors arrived early and stayed late, the Second
OLIj:tirst Annual Pancake Breakfast was deemed a great
uccess. There was, however, a great deal of animated

discussion about the flamboyant...

Flipper and the Flipettes, Again

=

but then,what happens at the Pancake Breakfast,
stays at the Pancake Breakfast.

. S0, be sure to be there next year and you won't miss a
" thing.

It was a treat!
Tina and Henry Lanman
ith Lar_ry and Maggi S_ocea
_de- Charlie and Judy Whiteley

lesSee Pancake Panorama below; all photos in this issue are
ne living (or, in one case, dead) color on the website.

y)
m: —Ed.

syrup provided by Carolyn Cochran and husband Clarkp\/eed trees
fresh fruit from the LaRowe, Paretzkin and Welsch/Phillip

households; hot coffee, cold orange juice and water.

The worst unwanted weed tree we have in this area is the
Siberian EIm Imus pulimd. This tree is not native and

Ron and Kay Loch brought down a table and umbrellg tgfter being introduced, has spread all over northern New
help seat the 70 ravenous Ridges’ residents. The cooks afdxico and other states as well. There are many of these
work crew were resplendent in matching Pancakgees in Santa Fe, in Eldorado, and in Cimarron just to our
Breakfast polo shirts created by Larry and Maggi Sodegest. The seeds seem to travel along roads (probably

who also donated a Ridges baseball cap that was ra|
off and won by Doug Svetnicka.

The 50/50 Raffle was won by Donna Barnsley, so any
needing a loan should check with Donna! The inco
from the 50/50 Raffle and an anonymous $25 donat
allowed the Breakfast to be virtually self-sustaining.

ﬂ1?11:{ch-hiking on cars and trucks). They then drop off and
we usually find them growing along the roads, although
hriey can be found elsewhere on our lots.

Méh 1995 or 1996, The Ridges Board asked me (as an ex-

I0fimberjack) to cut down or dig up all of the Siberian Elms
found in The Ridges. | did so; including Alma Drive out to
Highway 285, and | have been doing it every summer
since. If a tree (usually small) is found along the road or in
the ditch, | simply cut or dig it up and try to kill the root. If
a tree is located on someone's lot away from the road | will
get the landowner’s permission to take out the tree.




These are very bad non-natives that we have tried to |
out of The Ridges. Once they get started in an area,
will spread their seeds and be almost impossible
eradicate. The tree grows very fast, and puts out a t
and powerful main root that is capable of breaking
sidewalks, patios, and even building slabs, as repo
from Eldorado and elsewhere.

This month | just drove the roads in The Ridges look
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for these unwanted invaders. So far | have found 6 small
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Siberian EIm trees, which | dug up. There may be m
that | missed. To keep The Ridges free of these p4
plants, we ask that any landowner seeing any of th
trees, either along the road or growing on their prope
let me know and | will be glad to remove them. Free,
course.

Dave Kingston
466-4078

To learn more about this tree and the problems it ¢
cause, Google “Siberian EIm” and read several of t

sites listed. This is truly not desirable vegetation to have i

this environment.
—Ed.

Stray critters

Desert Centipedes

One of the High Desert shockers, for both new- and ¢
comers, is encountering, usually in the dark of the nig
one of our desert centipedes. These large, fast membe
the phylum Arthropoda (they have articulating, jointed

yhe
rs of
The sample pictured committed suicide in our courtyard

Common Desert Centipede

legs) are just nasty enough to garner a lot of unfavorabjgnd and thus had no objection to posing for the close-up.

attention. Here in The Ridges, we have a fair numbe
the Common Desert Centipede shown below. While i
possible that we could have the Giant Desert Centipg
(up to two inches longer and brightly colored orange w
a black head and tail segment), | have never seen of
nearly ten years here.

The common variety is 4 to 5 inches (10 to 13 cm) lo
while the giant desert centipede is usually 6 to 8 inches
to 20 cm) long and has been known to reach twelve inc
Both are venomous. While considered only mild
dangerous to humans, often compared to a bee sting,
have been known to kill animals far larger th
themselves. As with most venoms, sometimes, ser

reactions are reported that require immediate medi

attention. In addition, the legs have enough grip to le
numerous small puncture wounds that tend to becq

[ fNiote that in the photo, the head (with antennae) is down
Iand the last segment has larger, specialized gripping legs

'dr?ﬁ handling its prey. Photo in color will be on the website.
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And, the odd plant...Antelope Horns Milkweed

Text and Photo by Jack LaRowe

NJQuite a stand of this beautiful and interesting perennial
(Bant in the milkweed family was discovered along Estrella
N&fe la Mafiana by Tina Lanman this spring. Also known as
lYimmortal Milkweed Asclepias asperujait is a drought-
th@Yerant plant with small green and pink flowers with a
ANdark striping in the raised center, growing to
Olpproximately two feet by two feet. It is sometimes used in

ICRerbal medicine but we don’t recommend it.
ave

me —Ed.

infected if not treated immediately.



Antelope Horns or Immortal Milkweed

Feedback W

There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, eftc.,

Whoops!

What should have been the Number 44, Spring 2007
edition of the newsletter ... wasn't.

While every effort is made to avoid mistakes, this one
slipped by us. Thanks to Patty Sciarrotta for catching our
goof. On the web site, Spring 2007 is designated as 43*;
the summer edition will be 45. We apologize for any
confusion.

— Ed.
Our neighbors

This column is about and for the residents of The Ridges.
Input is welcomed from anyone who has news to include.
ltems may be e-mailed to the editor at any time, titled
“newsletter article” and will be included in the subsequent
newsletter. We also welcome timely articles.

—FEd.
that

invite comment, or things said of interest. You are invifedfter a very successful opening, artist Rae Paretzkin had a
to submit—in writing—items of concern, or, goodness, we’lmonth-long show of her work at Las Chivas in the Agora

even take praise! A couple of caveats, however: we malring the month of June, during which time several of her

edit to a pithy line or two and no attribution will be given

Pancake

pieces were purchased.

Watch for news of our 2007 Annual Meeting in the Fall
2007 Newsletter.

Panorama



The Board of Directors and the Association officers
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat

through Friday, or e-mail

are listed for your information.
ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE E-MAIL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Doug President 505-466-9248 board@ridgesla.org

Svetnicka

Anne Smith  Vice President 505-466-3163 board@ridgesla.org

Tina Lanman Secretary 505-466-4591 board@ridgesla.org

Eva Kingston Treasurer 505-466-4078 board@ridgesla.org

Dick Carlson Director 505-466-4868 board@ridgesla.org

Arthur Reeder Director 505-474-6707 board@ridgesla.org

Jerry Fornell 505-466-0588 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair
Office:
505-466-2612

Henry Lanman 505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair

Olin van Dyck

505-466-2492

roads@ridgesla.org

Roads

Victor Hesch

505-466-3265

Neighborhood Watch
Coordinator

Carolyn
Cochran

Administrator

P.O. Box 22352

Santa Fe, New
Mexico 87502-2352

Legal Notices, Land
Transfers, Address and
other records changes

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864,

e-mail: jrlarowve@msn.com



