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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.

From the President’s desk Association’s 2007 Budget Proposal, which will also
called to a vote at the Annual Meeting.

Our Annual Meeting is fast approaching, Sunday, _ _ _

October 22, 3 p.m., at the Legal Tender in Lamy. dhis is an espeC|aIIy'|mportant meeting to attend. We
received a strong response to our survey (mentioned ok forward to seeing each of you at the Annugl
the Summer Newsletter) in favor of trying a new formafi€eting and to continuing these “Get to Know You
for our Annual Meeting this year, and thus we'll gattiefN€ighbors” gatherings like the May Pancake Breakfa
for heavy hors d'oeuvres and refreshments followed bplease come to the Annual Meetingr submit a

our usual business meeting. proxy in advance to vote on these important issu
At the Annual Meeting we will call a vote on the ne Don't let the hard work of your selected representativgs

revised Covenants—the project that began last wintél© t0 waste. They did this work so you could beneft

hours have gone into this important gffort to streamlineggard of Directors
update and tighten our basic governing laws, both from _
the Covenants Revision Committee members and |thEhe Board resolved at the July 25 Board meeting fo
Board members. We then took our work in progress thicrease the number of Directors from 5 to 6, beginnirg
a lawyer for review and received high marks for avith the 2007 Board. This decision was taken in ordgr
revision, both for clarity and content. A copy of theto provide more people to share the tasks of the Bogrd
revised document is enclosed with this mailing for yguAnd to provide more candidates who would considpr
review prior to the Annual Meeting and is available prAccepting the Presidency in future years.

our website (noted below). We hope you will take tierhe Nominating Committee this year was chaired Hy
to thoroughly review the Covenants and come to fhgjm Ames and supported by Marilyn LaRowe, Patt
meeting prepared to vote in support of adopting thes§ciarrotta and Judy Whiteley, as liaison to the Boarf.

amended Covenants. Amendments of our Covenaniie Nominating Committee report follows later.
require a supporting vote of 2/3 of the lots within gur

Association, so it's critical that everyone vote on thiscandidates may also be nominated from the flopr
revised Covenants, if you find you have questions thd@per ballot. Members may cast one vote for each fot
you would like to resolve before the Annual Meetirjg,0Wned for each of the 6 positions.

please e-mail (www.ridgesla.org) or call a Boardwhen you see Tim, Marilyn and Patty at the Agorp
member to discuss. We'd like to hear from you. market or around The Ridges, be sure to thank them for

You will have recently received a copy of our inaugufafh€ir fine work on your behalf in arriving at thess
Roads Newsletter full of everything you always wanted'0minees.

to know about our Roads—their ongoing maintenanceyear in Review

future plans and cost factors—as well as answers to _ _ _
questions collected from lot owners. This should be &S we have told you in the Newsletters during this pa
great help in understanding our future needs an¢ear, we set a number of goals for ourselves this yqar

provides solid information to enable you to vote on ¢ugnd I'm proud to say we've accomplished a lot. This
year we have:
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Completed a review of the Architectural Contr
Committee.

Completed a review of the Roads Committee.
Established a Board member to provide oversi
to each of our committees, including the AC

plsome very dedicated residents representing a broad
spectrum of The Ridges. To all, thank you for your
time and constructive input.

B"8o0ard nominations

Roads, Concerns and Suggestions, the Nominatinthe nominating committee for The Ridges Board of

Committee, and the Documents Reuvisi
Committee.

Appointed Fred and Nancy Strauss to represent
Association with the 285 Coalition.

Recently enlisted Patty Sciarrotta to atte
Eldorado Water and Sanitation Board meetings 4
keep us informed on critical issues.
Created a Concerns and Suggestions Committe
field suggestions and handle issues which a
within our neighborhood.

Revised our Covenants that act as our bg
constitution and structure for
Association...and next year we plan to work on @
Bylaws that are the operating manual for @
organization.
Improved communication within our Associatig
on many levels: from the Board to all committe
and back; added a Roads-specific Newslet
enhanced our website (www.ridgesla.org) with n¢
pages and features including e-mail contact to
Board, the Roads Committee, and the Concerns

Suggestions Committee.

As | enter my last quarter of service on the Board |

our Carlson (each with two years

bnDirectors is pleased to report two candidates who have
accepted nominations for terms commencing January 1,
ti2007: Eva Kingston and Ann Smith. Eva is a long time
resident of The Ridges and will bring a wealth of
ndoackground to the Board. Ann is a relative newcomer
nnand we believe that she will offer a fresh perspective on
longstanding issues. They are both fine individuals who
e loe nominating committee believes will work
isearmoniously with the proposed remaining Board
members: Doug Svetnicka and Arthur Reeder (each
isiwith one year remaining) and Tina Lanman and Dick
remaining). Judy
uMWhiteley has served three years on the Board and is
uttherefore ineligible for re-election according to our
Bylaws.

NEva and Ann have provided the following brief
ESiographical notes to further acquaint you with them.
eiSketches of the other Board members have appeared in

PVYast articles.
the

and
Eva Kingston

Tim Ames, Chairman

d&or me it was a long journey coming to Santa Fe. | was

so with a true feeling of accomplishment, pride anthorn in Germany in a small town southeast of Berlin.

thankfulness for the many Board members, commit
members and residents who carried the load this
We've worked hard, done a lot together and I've co
to greatly appreciate the quality of people we call ¢
neighbors who are willing to devote so much time 3
energy to improving our neighborhood.

When we vote at the Annual Meeting to incorporate
Covenants Revision we will place a strong buildi
block into the foundation of our Association and eg
of us should take pride in this accomplishment. | Io
forward to seeing each of you at this year's Ann
Meeting.

Judy Whiteley, Presiden
Covenants

The Covenants revision and explanations for

proposed changes are included with this mailing.

urge you to read through the several pages. This prd
has taken many, many volunteer hours: first from
Revision Committee, including many meetings, e-md
and much thought; then to the Board for review; a v
to an attorney who gave the revised document h

8ome vivid images from the end of WW Il and the
Edlears after that war are still with me. After the end of
Méhe war we found ourselves living in the Communist
PUpart of Germany. The first foreign language | studied in
Ndchool was Russian. When | was ten we managed to
escape to West Germany and settled near Hamburg.

th?/Iy father, a pilot in the German Luftwaffe under
'OHitler, dreamed about emigrating to the US or Canada
o he could fly again—as a bush pilot. In November of
0k 957 we sold all our belongings and left Bremerhaven
iajor Halifax.

We lived in Vancouver for about 2 years. | went to high

[ school there and improved my knowledge of English.

Canada was not what we had hoped for and in 1959 we

returned to Germany. There we started over again,
héving in the same village near Hamburg. | received an
VEADbitur” and then attended a business school to become
jext foreign language correspondent. For two years |
thevorked for Esso Mediterrane in Geneva where | met
ilPave. We married in 1965 and have lived in Barcelona,
siSpain; London; and Midland and Houston, Texas. In
ighouston | lectured at the U of H and the Goethe Institut

praise; and even further review of focus groups

bwfter receiving a Master's degree in German.
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Dave retired from the oil business in 1987; in 1993 wdhe Legal Tender is rich in history and has wonderful

came to Santa Fe and in 1994 built our home in

heharacter. | hope everyone can make to the meeting.

Ridges. We enjoy our children and grandchildren, visit$ee you there.

of family and friends from Germany, our neighbors and :

friends here in Santa Fe. Favorite pastimes are hiking, Tina Lanman
fishing, swimming, bicycling, skiing, gardening ardShocking PNM project disclosed
exploring, reading and cooking. We love the beautiful

sunsets.
Anne Smith:

I moved into The Ridges in December of 2005 with
husband Doug after 20 years in the San Francisco

Area. Our move here allowed us to retire early and

begin to enjoy the benefits of a more relaxed lifest
that goes with country living near a small communi

This move was a leap of faith as neither of us had e

spent time here before our initial house-hunting trip
July 2005. The beauty of the land and the sky and

exquisite quiet cast a spell over us that have o

deepened since our arrival.

We chose The Ridges for its country atmosphere

feeling of space and privacy. | value good neighb rd
and the mutual respect and cooperation that allow u

preserve the beauty here without the burden
unnecessary interference. | have served on no boar
committees outside of my business career in

mortgage industry. All | have to offer is common ser
and an organic approach to problem solving &

conflict resolution with the willingness to serve
whatever way | can.

Annual meeting

October is here and it is that time of year for @
Annual Meeting. This year we are having the event
Sunday, October 22 at 3 p.m. The Legal Tender
Lamy will be the perfect venue for hors d' oeuvrg
mingling and hopefully a productive meeting.

The menu will be Red Chili Cilantro Shrimp, Stuffe
Mushrooms, Pork Tenderloin w/Peach Salsa, Her
Goat Cheese on Garlic Toasts, and Artichoke Parmé
Dip with Pita Toasts. There will also be waters, ice g
soda provided. If you would like supply your ow
alcohol beverage please do so. More information
included with this mailing.

History of Legal Tender

The Legal Tender is Lamy's oldest structure. Built
1881 as a general merchandise store, the bar was 3
in 1894. In 1953 it was converted into
restaurant/saloon called the "Pink Garter". In 197(
was remodeled and renamed "The Legal Tender"
1986 it was added to the National Register of Histd

u

Thanks to a timely “Heads-Up” from Fred and Nancy
Strauss to the Board in early September, we were able
to organize community opposition to a proposed project

rlm)'mpacting several communities in the US 285 South

Bgyghway Corridor including The Ridges.

tThe project known as the “Los Colinas 13 Project”
ylealls for the construction of new overhead 12.5 kV
Yy distribution three-phase lines from the Eldorado stables
*V@lfea on the east side of US 285 going east along
invaquero Road and tying into the existing single-phase
théistribution line. The single-phase line going south
nlshrough Los Vaqueros and The Ridges subdivisions
would be replaced with new 12.5Kv three-phase
L fjstribution lines on new 34.5-foot poles equipped with
hrd0-foot crossbars. The project as defined requires that
RN\M file a petition for variance to the County Land
dpevelopment Code which requires that all new and
is'gpPlacement utilities including transmission,
ihdistribution and service lines shall be placed
ga/nderground within designated utility easements or
ingorridors. Additionally, PNM has requested a variance
to Code regarding residential height restrictions of 24
feet with the proposed installation of 34.5-foot poles.

n

This has prompted community-wide opposition. Letters
and petitions documenting our opposition to granting a
uivariance on this project have been delivered to the
offounty Land Use Department. A major effort was
imade to have as many residents from the affected
bscommunities as possible attend this hearing. Our thanks
to Larry Socea for speaking on behalf of The Ridges at
this hearing as well as those who collected petition
;jeégnatures: Tina Lanman, Jerry Fornell, Victor Hesch,
S

S
ar]ave Kingston and Roger Tilkemeier.

ndhe County Development Review Committee will
n make a recommendation (to either approve or deny) to
ithe Santa Fe Board of County Commissioners for their
vote at a meeting presently scheduled for November 14,
2006. Community attendance at the County
Commissioner meeting will also be critical in
irdemonstrating community opposition to the proposed
da@giance to County Land Development Code. All
aresidents of The Ridges will be kept informed of
idlevelopments as they occur.
In

Charlie Whiteley
ric

Places.



285 Corridor Coalition report

The 285 Corridor Coalition held its regular month
meeting on September 6, 2006. The first item on

that they (PNM) had “not made a compelling case for

variance.” Their recommendation for denial will now
lng to the Board of County Commissioners who will
theheet on this issue on Novembel"1Attendance by all

agenda was a presentation by PNM representative$ s who oppose will again be very important. So,

concerning a variance that they would be requestin
the County Land Development Code at a meet
September 21 Although the Code presently requirg
all new and reconstructed utility lines to be plac
underground, PNM is asking for a variance to t
ordinance (please see more details of this plan in
preceding report).

Both The Ridges and Los Vaqueros subdivisions

residents in attendance who vehemently objected to
variance, and questioned why PNM could not bury
lines as required by the existing ordinance. T|

) Rease mark your calendars and plan to attend.
ng

S

fi‘;hoads report

thEhis quarter, the side roads were graded; gravel was
banked up on the sides of Principe where it was eroded
1a§2d weakening the pavement edge; sections of the
i oulders on Principe were mowed several times by a
h|lgsident on his own time and equipment, saving us

th‘ﬁundreds of dollars.
he

Nancy and Fred Strauss

response was, as expected, the cost to PNM, which, 8b far we have expended $14,300 on roads surface

course, they would have to pass on to the consun
This cost increase as represented by PNM, by the v
would be approximately two to three dollars per mol
for one year. After the presentation, the coaliti
members voted to support The Ridges and I
Vaqueros subdivisions in their objections to th
variance, as, if it were allowed this once, it could s€
precedent for the entire area later on. Letters

objection were to be written and signed by as man

residents as possible prior to the meeting on Septer
21

Additionally, at the regular coalition meeting @
September '8 a presentation was made by Ma
Raynard on behalf of the Water and Sanitation Bog
She reported that we would remain on Stage One W
alert for at least two more weeks.

Finally, the new Senior Center in Eldorado is looki
for someone from each subdivision along the 2
corridor, who is at least 50 years old, to be
representative on its Board of Directors. If you
interested in representing The Ridges, please call |
Adam at 466-1941.

Addendum-9/21/06

Residents from The Ridges, Los Vaqueros, and C
Colorado packed the Chambers for the CDRC pu
hearing concerning the PNM request for a varian
Thanks to all of you who attended. Larry Soc

A

g

emaintenance out of the $14,800 planned, and none of
vaiyye $1800 for snow removal. These sums compose the
ithmaintenance budget item the members approved at
prif16,600. We are talking to the Board about productive
Llogse of the $2300 balance minus snowplowing cost as
isthe end of the year approaches.

U ®heck The Ridges web site www.ridgesla.org, for a
%lickable link to a major document regarding our roads

anélfc,tory, future and budgeting.

Olin van Dyck
, The Ridges via e-mall

I'YWe (The Ridges Administration) are collecting e-mail

irhddresses of owners and residents so that we can send

atebu notices (not legal notices if there should be any,
they require snail mail) and news about The Ridges.

N9This would include such items as warning of the water
88upply problem last Spring, warnings about local
&ctivities like the power line upgrade and other The

IreRidges related items that are appropriate.
A

a&}e will try (no guarantees against improperly
headspaced operators) to only use them via “blind”
copies. So, the neighborhood will not all see your
cddress.

litf you have a SPAM filter that requires unknown
cesenders to fill out a form, and wish to receive such e-
eamails, it is your responsibility to allow us through the

represented The Ridges and read a letter on behglf fifer. We will not take the time to fill out the

all of the residents, stating our “strong and unequivo
objection” to the potential granting of PNM’s reque

for variance. There were also letters of objection r¢ a§

by the representatives of the other subdivisions as
as a statement by RoseMarie Bagioni, Chair of the
Corridor Coalition. In the end, the CDRC Board vot
to recommend denying the PNM request for varian

cajuestionnaire.

St

otart by allowing HRLanmanclan@aol.com and

;Véﬂarowe@aol.com, please.

P85 general, if you have more than one e-mail address,
edust send us one, preferably the one you read and
cetherefore the one you would use to send us e-mail if

for overhead lines and increased pole heights, statingu were to do so (our SPAM filter needs to know
4



too).If you give us your address and then change it
us know both because we will need to permit you g
our SPAM filter and so we can update your address.

And for the Luddites among us (ah, yes, we know Yy
are out there) please call Tina Lanman or Maril
LaRowe if you wish to be on the list, we will mak
every effort to call you when needed.

Dog control issue

For the third time in a row we must publish a noti
about the Newsletter of dogs creating problems. Thi
an owner problem as well, for if you really love yo

perhaps be hit by a car or cause harm to another pg
or animal.

Most recently, we have had another dog bite incid
within The Ridges caused—AGAIN—by ownel
allowing their animals to roam unleashed. This incid
involved a dog that had previously bitten anoth
Ridges resident. Although the first bite victim did n
report to Animal Control, the second victim did. Plea
please, please leash your dogs when they are off
property_ AND call Animal Control at 992-1621 if yo
or your animal is attacked by any aninal for barking
dog issues. Animal Control has a specific policy th
follow in handling these cases and it is thg
jurisdiction. We have to help protect our neighbors!

Trashy neighbors?

To all lot owners: Several trash containers seem to h
taken up permanent residence in or close to the st

and look “trashy”, which neighbors do not appreciate

Please make certain your trash container is hidden f
view.

Poison control

First let me say that | do not own a dog and do not
on obtaining one. However, | have sympathy for the
who do own dogs and lose them prematurely.

Mice are indeed a big problem in The Ridges and
all want to keep them out of our houses and may
poisons. It takes 4.1 oz. of brodifacoum (dCON) to |
a 50Ib. dog (or child) and 113.5 oz. of warfarin (Adio
sold at the Feed Bin) to kill a 50 Ib. Dog (or chilg
There are also other commercial formulations,

warfarin seems to be far and away the safest to use.

Granted—dogs should not be allowed to run free in T
Ridges, but death by poison is not a reasonable pen

There are bait boxes sold on the Web (and also
control services) that are dog and more-or-less chil

yn

Iéavor and purchase one or more if you are putting out
ashice poison.

John Brown
ou

Feedback W

eThere are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that
invite comment, or things said of interest. You are
invited to submit—in writing—items of concern, or,
goodness, we'll even take praise! A couple of caveats,

C&however: we may edit to a pithy line or two. And in a
5 @eparture from protecting our sources, this month we

_ _ H'are publishing a couple of names.
animals you will not allow them to run loose and

r<gelf balls II

From Savvy Reader
eriptriguing information:

Olivia Millard comes this

S| wanted to respond to the inquiry in the newsletter
ENhbout golf balls. We have some neighbors over closer
€to 285 (outside The Ridges) who were recently telling
Dlyus about watching ravens bring each other golf balls,
S€apparently as a courtship ritual. One raven would
OHfesent the ball to another, and if the other appeared to
H reject it, Raven the First would go off and find another
. one, perhaps of a different color, to try again.

aizA google.com of this found just one instance reported
of a raven stealing balls. The ravens were actually
picking them up while the balls were in play and
dropping them by “hundreds” in a neighboring

a\f/%rmer’s field. —Ed.
regirdhouse Under Wraps!

0, it's not an art installation by Christo, or a
umigation tent (we are also assured that no baby birds
were suffocated). So why was the birdhouse wrapped in
a plastic bag all summer?

ro

lakike many of our neighbors, we have bluebird houses
ps@n our property. We've gone beyond simply installing
the houses, and joined The Birdhouse Network (TBN),
a citizen science project of the Cornell University
WEaboratory of Ornithology. We monitor the boxes and
u %port on the success—or failure—of each nesting
;”attempt.
).Earlier this year, two Western Bluebird pairs
puguccessfully raised families in our two boxes. Since
they sometimes raise a second family, | was thrilled to
| see nesting activity begin again in the box near Principe
N8e Paz. When | went to check on the box, | discovered
alltPf'lat a pair of House Sparrows had moved in. | removed
hdéte nest and covered the box to prevent continued
| (aesting attempts.

simple lock) proof. Do someone (perhaps yourself

a
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House Sparrows, not to be confused with Housgrowing nuisance species in the mowed areas have

Finches, are a non-native, invasive bird species.

replaced by stands of grass and heavier

hdyeen
were introduced from Britain to New York in 1850, jjdconcentrations of wildflowers. The Mystery Mower has

have spread all over the country. They are most o
found in urban areas, but they can show up just at
anywhere.

So why keep them from nesting?

House Sparrows compete with native cavity nest

teshown us that a beautiful roadside is achievable and we
pothiank him/her for his/her noble work.

Our neighbors

This column is about and for the residents of The
NRidges. Input is welcomed from anyone who has news

birds for suitable locations. This competition go
beyond simply taking over a space. They will dest

E%o include. Items may be e-mailed to the editor at any
O¥ime, titled “newsletter article” and will be included in

eggs and kill nestlings, building their nests right on {0Rpe subsequent newsletter. We also welcome timely
of the previous nests. While it is illegal to interfere withyticles.

nests of native birds, House Sparrows and European

Starlings (another introduced species) are not protegted.

—Ed.

Putting up a nest box is a great help to Bluebirds, bulary and Frank Gill, long time residents of The
allowing House Sparrows to move in is a steMRidges, have moved back to New York, their city of

backwards.

origin. Their son and daughter now reside in New York

So there you have it. No great mystery. We'll find &ahd with a new grandchild there were good reasons for
less-obvious way to close the box if this happens aggif!® move. Mary was one of the stellar activists in The
In the meantime, if you want to know more ab ytRidges. She was our representative on the 285

Bluebirds or birds in

www.birds.cornell.edu.

general, log on

Jane Burns

Mystery mower sighted

Coalition for many years, and set up the location for the
annual meeting as well as many other functions. She
may also be remembered as the longest-serving
member (in one term) on the board of directors—5
years. She was so good (and the board so laid back)
that no one took note when her regular 3-year term was

In response to the numerous inquiries received by
Newsletter Staff over the pas*

several months our investigativ:
reporters were finally able tc
obtain a photo of the elusive
Mystery Mower. The ongoing
stakeout finally hit pay dirt last
week when the scoundre
emerged from a stand of pifio
lining the arroyo and begar
cutting a path through ar
obnoxious patch of ragweec
When approached for ar
interview, he (she?) made

tactical escape at a high rate «
speed heading south an
attempts to track his/her rout
were unsuccessful, even afte
caling in air support. So,
unfortunately, the identity
mystery continues and onlooker
gathered at the scene were st
puzzled. "
The Mystery Mower's quest hat Who w
demonstrated the benefits
derived from a more aggressive mowing effort as
undesirable tumbleweed, ragweed and other

as that Masked Mower?

b

thﬁp; so she just stayed on.

We will miss both Mary and
Frank and wish them well in
their New York City abode.

Dave Kingston

Since the summer edition, Eva
Kingston has greeted in person or
left welcome packages for:

Jack and Salee Sweeney. 53
Principe de Paz, Lot 16, tel. 986-
1392;

Melinda Littlejohn, 22
Immanuel, Lot 39, tel. (310) 721-
5239;

Fernando and Carol Romero, 5 S.
Hijo de Dios, Lot 6.

Welcome to all our newcomers
and we hope to meet each of you
soon. The Annual Meeting is a
great way to meet your
neighbors!
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News flash

Included with this newsletter

following items:

Agenda.

Notice of annual meeting.

Directors’ Report.
Proxy/Reservation form.

e Minutes of the 2005 Annual Meeting.
* Proposed 2007 Budget.

should be the| . proposed revised Covenants.

If you are missing any of these items please notify
the editor via e-mail.

The Board of Directors and the Association officers are listed for your information.
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat  ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday
through Friday, or e-mail

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE E-MAIL COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN
Judy Whiteley President 505-466-4138 board@ridgesla.org
Doug Svetnicka Vice 505-466-9248 board@ridgesla.org
President
Arthur Reeder Treasurer 505-474-6707 board@ridgesla.org
Tina Lanman  Secretary 505-466-4591 board@ridgesla.org
Dick Carlson Director 505-466-4868 board@ridgesla.org
Jerry Fornell 505-466-0588 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair
Office:
505-466-2612
Henry Lanman 505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair
Olin van Dyck 505-466-2492 roads@ridgesla.org Roads

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864,
e-mail: jrlarowe@aol.com



