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In an effort to keep all landowners in The Ridges informed of the status of the development of the community and issues that may affect you, we are 
distributing this quarterly newsletter. We hope that you enjoy this periodic update and find it useful.  

 

 

From the President’s desk 
In the Winter Newsletter I mentioned several objectives 
the Board had defined for the upcoming year and I 
would like to update you on the progress of some of 
them. These objectives have required a tremendous 
time commitment from all Board members and the 
various committees. Therefore, in a change from past 
years when the Board met quarterly, this year the Board 
has been meeting on a monthly basis with recent 
meetings May 4, June 8 and July 6. The results of these 
efforts will enable our Association to better operate in 
the future with less time required from our great 
volunteers who donate their personal time. Here’s what 
has been keeping us so busy: 

· The Association has been working on updating 
some of our operating documents, such as the 
Covenants. A Documents Revision Committee, 
made up of Doug Svetnicka, Olin van Dyck and 
Jack LaRowe, began working last winter. They’ve 
put in hours too numerous to count to make our 
Covenants more user-friendly and easily 
understood. The Board was extremely pleased with 
the results we viewed during our working session 
on the rewritten Covenants at our July meeting and 
we are preparing to take them to an attorney for 
review in preparation for presenting them to all lot 
owners prior to voting on this issue in the fall. This 
revision is a monumental task and Doug, Olin and 
Jack deserve all our thanks for their great work. 

· We completed our work in reviewing the ACC’s 
processes having made them more user friendly 
and insuring protections to the lot owners and the 
Association. Soon one will be able to download 
from the web site the form needed to request ACC 
approval for projects. Liaisons were appointed to 
various committees to improve communication 
between committees and the Board. Arthur Reeder 

is Liaison to the ACC. One of our goals prior to the 
end of the year is to work this same review process 
on the Roads Committee. 

· The Concerns and Suggestions Committee is in full 
operation with Dick Carlson (466-4868) and myself 
(466-4138) sharing the tasks. (Be afraid, be very 
afraid.) This new committee relieves the 
Association President of sole responsibility for 
these issues on top of all other organizational work 
and incorporates our Conflict Resolution Policy. 
I’m happy to say that we’ve received almost as 
many constructive suggestions as we have 
concerns. Please call either of us with anything on 
your mind. One of our best “suggestions” was… 

· Tina Lanman’s idea of throwing a Pancake 
Breakfast, which we did the sunny morning of 
Sunday, May 21, feeding almost 60 people and 
enjoying a great morning of visiting with 
neighbors. This terrific activity brought about 
discussion of organizing an outing to an Isotopes 
baseball game in Albuquerque. I thought I’d get 
around to that this summer, but now I’m planning 
for next summer. Let me hear from anyone 
interested in participating. 

· Now that summer’s here, a reminder that no 
motorized vehicles, which includes dune buggies, 
go karts, motorcycles, ATV’s, etc., are allowed off 
established roads anywhere in The Ridges. 

· The automatic e-mail distribution system for 
contacting either Board members, Concerns and 
Suggestions Committee members or the ACC is 
working well, so if you want to write us go to: 
www.ridgesla.org and click on the appropriate spot. 

So you can see there’s been a lot going on. I’m very 
pleased with how much we’ve accomplished…and I 
can see a light at the end of the tunnel and it’s not a 
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train. If you pass a Board or Committee member, thank 
them for their efforts. They’re doing it for all of us. 

Judy Whiteley, President 

Revised Covenants—Why? 
A new, improved and—thankfully—shorter version of 
our "Declaration of Restrictive Covenants" will soon be 
coming your way for review, comment and, eventually, 
a vote at the annual Members' meeting in October. As 
you'll recall, the Board created a Document Revision 
Committee last winter, directing its members—Olin 
van Dyck, Jack LaRowe and Doug Svetnicka—to make 
the Association's Covenants more understandable, more 
easily read and interpreted by residents and Board 
members of The Ridges. 

The committee has worked over the past several 
months to clarify and streamline the Covenants, 
delivering a draft revision to the Board at its July 
meeting. The Board is now in the process of further 
fine-tuning the revision and will present the proposed 
Declaration of Restrictive Covenants update to the 
Members via a mailing and website posting no later 
than September in advance of the fall meeting and vote. 

The following represents a convenient Q & A that may 
address some of your concerns regarding this 
Covenants revision business. 

What’s wrong with the present Covenants? 
Why go through this? 

It is not so much that the present Covenants are 
"wrong." We have prospered under their guidance. 
However, mostly by eliminating out-of-date, 
unnecessary, and redundant material, the document 
length can be cut by about half, and it becomes much 
more readable. In addition, it is important that the 
document better address today's critical issues, such as 
the construction of auxiliary buildings, fencing and 
landscaping. Some specific concerns include: 

• The current Covenants document is full of 
provisions left over from formation of the 
subdivision. Careful reading is necessary to find 
currently relevant rules. Mislabeled paragraph 
headings and misplaced items do not help. 

• The architectural standards have loopholes and 
ambiguities that have led to contention. 

• The Association did not exist when the Covenants 
were written. Omissions that should be fixed 
include protection of Members’ democratic rights 
in the Association and indemnification of its 
officers. 

• Some provisions, for example requiring us to use 
the private trash pickup service, are out of date and 
ignored by many of us. 

• Some provisions, for example the limit of three on 
the number of pets including parakeets, are 
unrealistic and impact the document's credibility. 

What will be changed? 

Don't worry—rights and restrictions that currently 
apply will be retained. A version of the new document 
will be presented along with an easy-to-read, side-by-
side comparison to the old. Where substantive changes 
have been made, the reasons will be given.  

Why a new version instead of making fixes by 
amendment? 

Extensive amending adds to the length of the document 
and reduces readability. And, each amendment requires 
a separate affirmative vote by 2/3 of the Lot owners. 

What’s the process? 

A draft revision of the Covenants, generated by the 
Document Revision Committee and approved by the 
full Board, will be offered for review and comment in 
late summer. Members’ comments and advice from 
legal counsel should lead to a final version to be voted 
on during the October general meeting, with approval 
requiring affirmative votes representing 2/3 of our 84 
private lots necessary for acceptance. 

Have other subdivisions done this? 

Eldorado has gone through the process of updating its 
Covenants; that revision has been useful in producing 
ours. 

Mail ballot results 
The results from the recent revote on the annual 
assessment increase for the benefit of road maintenance 
for 2006 were 43 in favor, 8 opposed. This was almost 
identical to the original vote. 

Animal control 
With the summer full upon us, we felt this article worth 
repeating. 

–Ed. 

A reminder that any animal control issues—which in 
our Association primarily involve dogs—should be 
directed to the Animal Control Division of the Santa Fe 
County Sheriff’s Department at 992-1621. Our animals 
should be restricted to our own property and leashed 
when on our neighbors’ property or the roads or the 
trails that run primarily on private property. It is unfair 
to other community members to find that our animals 
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do not respond to voice commands as the animal 
terrorizes neighbors or their animals. 

Judy Whiteley 

ACC update 
The ACC strongly recommends that any owner 
considering listing their home for sale update the 
following items to meet current ACC requirements. 
These requirements must be disclosed to perspective 
buyers if you choose not to correct them. 

1. All roof vents must be painted to match the exterior 
stucco finish. 

2. Spark arrestors must be installed on all chimneys 
other than dedicated gas fireplaces. 

We would appreciate being informed of any work that a 
resident is going to undertake even if it is just repairs. 
This will help us when we are contacted by other 
residents asking about the activity on someone’s 
property. 

The house on Lot 33, 104 Principe de Paz, has been 
completed and is now for sale. 

A storage shed has been approved and is the style/type 
of an adobe that really conforms to the desired look for 
The Ridges. The ACC would like to see this style 
considered by any resident in the future who is thinking 
of adding a storage shed. 

We strongly advise that you contact the ACC Chairman 
to obtain the latest requirements before making any 
changes or improvements to your home or other areas 
of your lot. 

Jerry Fornell, 
ACC Chair 

Survey 
says…  
During the past 
couple of years the 
Board has received 
various suggestions 
regarding our 
Annual Meeting 
format, location, 
etc., and we would 
like to have your 
opinion. Which 
would you prefer for 
this year’s event: 

#1 – A Sunday afternoon, 3 p.m., light refreshments 
with brief social gathering (30 minutes?) followed by 
our usual business meeting. 

Or 

#2 – Usual weeknight gathering with social hour, 
dinner and business meeting. 

To register your opinion, please go to: 
http://www.ridgesla.org, click on Concerns and 
Suggestions Committee and send an e-mail showing 
either #1 or #2 with your name and lot # or address. If 
your computer has melted down (which ours does from 
time to time), then call Dick Carlson, 466-4868. 

Please respond to this survey request no later than 
Monday, August 7, 2006. 

Let us hear from you! 

Judy Whiteley 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is being formed to select 
potential members for the 2007 Ridges Board of 
Directors. Tim Ames (466-8459) has kindly agreed to 
be the contact person for this committee, so we hope 
that each of you who has been wondering what to do 
with all the extra time you have on your hands will race 
to your phone in the next month or two and let Tim 
have your name. Requirements include but are not 
restricted to: a calm personality, creativity and a sense 
of humor. Seriously, we LOVE volunteers so give Tim 
a call. Judy Whiteley will be the Board person on the 
Nominating Committee as required by our by-bylaws. 
At least one more resident will be asked to serve on this 
committee as well. You may also call to recommend 
some unsuspecting neighbor you think would do a good 

job. 

Judy Whiteley 

Pancakes on 
Rey de Reyes 
The First Annual 
Pancake Breakfast 
2006 was a 
flapjackin’ success. 
Much to our 
surprise 56 Ridges 
residents attended 
the event. The 
weather was perfect 
and according to the 
feedback so were 
the pancakes. We 
are already talking 

about making changes for next year like condiments for 
your pancakes (blueberries, bananas, walnuts, 

 
FAPCB Los Flippers Flipping 

Photo by Eva Kingston
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chocolate chips, etc.), more raffle stuff, and of course 
COFFEE. 

Tina Lanman 

To the Organizing Committee of: Tina and Henry 
Lanman, Larry and Maggie Socea and Judy and 
Charlie Whiteley; to our intrepid pancake cooks: Tina 
(Buttermilk), Roger 
and Jeanne 
Tilkemeier (Sour 
Dough), Judy (Blue 
Corn Piñon); to Eva 
Kingston and 
Marilyn LaRowe for 
the fresh fruit trays; 
to the Lanman 
twins, Henry and 
Elizabeth, and to 
Sarah Socea who 
sold raffle tickets 
and generally kept 
us all under control; 
to Larry and 
Maggie Socea who 
kindly donated the 
gift certificate for 
the drawing; and to the people who helped with the 
infrastructure, the Whiteleys, Soceas and 
Lanmans...with special commendation to Tim Ames and 
Peggy Cross, Ron and Kay Loch for extra patio tables, 
chairs and umbrellas, we want to gratefully thank all of 
you involved with 
putting together the 
Pancake Breakfast. 

And if you were 
wondering where 
that delicious ham 
and such items as 
the butter and 
syrups, plates and 
napkins and cold 
drinks came from, 
they were donations. 

Even my 
curmudgeon spouse 
enjoyed the 
morning. 

–Ed. 

Put this on your calendar! 
The El Dorado Fire and Rescue Service will host its 
annual barbecue and open house on Sunday, September 
17, 2006 from noon until 5 PM. The event is for 

everyone. Games and handouts will be available for 
children of all ages. Guests will have the chance to 
examine all of the equipment operated and maintained 
by El Dorado Fire as well as speak to firefighters and 
emergency medical technicians about the services they 
provide. Food and music will be available so come 
hungry and plan to stay a while. The barbecue and open 

house will be held at 
the main fire station 
located at 144 
Avenida Vista 
Grande, halfway 
between Avenida 
Torreon and Monte 
Alto Road. No 
parking will be 
available at Fire 
Station 1 due to 
limited space so 
please plan on 
parking at the El 
Dorado Elementary 
School and walking 
the short distance to 
the station. Come 
enjoy the afternoon. 

–Ed. 

Washboard roads 
Now that the rainy season is upon us, and the 

"Monsoon" has 
officially started, it 
may be a good time 
for us to flatten the 
washboards in our 
roads. 

Washboarding in 
the dirt and gravel 
roads is caused by 
"foot on the gas" 
acceleration over 
bumps in the road. 
As the driving 
wheel of the car 
goes over a bump it 
bounces up, perhaps 
only an eighth of an 
inch, but when it 
comes back down 

on the road, the spinning tire digs out some sand. This 
procedure, repeated many times over washboarded 
roads causes the bumps to grow. Just after a rain, when 
the road is wet, we can flatten the washboarding in the 
road by simply taking foot off the gas and coasting over 

 
FAPCB Los Tres Flippiteers 

Photo by Charlie Whiteley

 
FAPCB El Schmooze 

Photo by Charlie Whiteley
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the bumps. This flattens them out and improves the 
road surface quality. 

Dave Kingston 

Remember, we all pay for road upkeep–some judicious 
driving will help keep our costs down. –Ed. 

Water main break brings out the best 
in us 
When the water main broke in Eldorado recently, 
many, many of us did not receive notification of it or 
the “boil water” advice via the announced channels. 
But thanks to Eva Kingston, Kay Loch, Victor and 
Yolanda Hesch, Estee Roll and Jeanne Tilkemeier, who 
immediately agreed to call all residents, we managed to 
reach just about everyone except for those whose phone 
numbers are not published on the residents list we all 
receive or who evidently do not have an answering 
machine. Many people we spoke with personally 
thanked their caller. 

And a huge thank you to Charlie Whiteley who picked 
up and then delivered the flyers to every home, whether 
via a roadside box or at the front door. 

–Ed. 

Not a bad idea 
If you have Internet access, please remember to check 
both The Ridges Landowners site (www.ridgesla.org) 
and the Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District at 
http://www.eldoradowaterdistrict.com/, and email at 
info@eldoradowaterdistrict.com 

There is timely information on both and often 
communication is much more rapid than the word on 
paper. 

–Ed. 

��� �     Feedback  Ü Ü Ü Ü  
There are sometimes issues, concerns, votes, etc., that 
invite comment, or things said of interest. You are 
invited to submit – in writing – items of concern, or, 
goodness, we’ll even take praise! A couple of caveats, 
however: we may edit to a pithy line or two, with no 
attribution to the contributor (nor will we share with 
anyone the source) and with no targeted remarks to or 
about individuals. 

Snake Killer! 

The following e-mail was received by the editor from a 
justifiably concerned neighbor: 

“Hi Marilyn, I'm going to Email to you about this 
morning's incident: On the morning of May 1st 

when I was walking with my dog I saw a female 
driver run over a big beautiful bull snake and 
continue on. The snake was struggling for its life. I 
stopped a truck driver and we moved the snake to 
a safe place. He told me that the snake will not 
survive. When driving please stop your car to 
avoid running over a snake.” 

Some observations: 

• If you cannot see a large snake or other animal 
crossing the road perhaps you shouldn’t be driving. 

• If you see a snake crossing the road in our 
neighborhood and cannot stop, you are going far 
too fast. 

• If you deliberately run over a snake, whether you 
agree or not, this is as bad as deliberately hitting a 
dog or other pet. The majority of snakes are 
harmless and the rest won’t bother you if you don’t 
bother them. They all help control rodents. 
Remember, rodents can be serious disease hosts. 

Please keep all this in mind if you see any animal on 
our roads. 

–Ed. 

Someone’s paying attention! 

People have noticed that residents are making a 
concerted effort to help pick up dog excrement. It has 
certainly helped the appearance of the roads in The 
Ridges. Thanks to all you conscientious people who 
make a difference…and who obviously read the 
newsletter! 

Golf balls? Where? Here? 

Recently a few residents happened to mention to your 
editor the mysterious appearance of golf balls on their 
properties. Are we so close to Las Campanas that the 
duffers can hit balls into The Ridges? Is there a 
budding Tiger Woods lurking nearby? Or, as we often 
have reason to do, should we blame it on those aliens 
who are known to land their UFOs in New Mexico? 
Insight, anyone? 

–Ed. 

Consider the mailbox 

While there is nothing in our covenants that addresses 
the issue, my jaundiced eye has noticed that a number 
of The Ridges’ mailboxes are looking somewhat 
shabby or decrepit. Even more are just basic at best. 

Take a look at yours. If all of the mailboxes in The 
Ridges looked like yours, would it improve the 
appearance of the neighborhood? 
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If it has a major tilt or collision damage is that a good 
thing? 

In either case, would you consider an upgrade? We are 
not talking about a lot of money here and mailboxes are 
about the first and sometimes the only thing we and our 
visitors see of the houses as we drive or walk around. 

Our neighbors 
This column is about and for the residents of The 
Ridges. Input is welcomed from anyone who has news 
to include. Items may be e-mailed to the editor at any 
time, titled “newsletter article” and will be included in 
the subsequent newsletter. We also welcome timely 
articles. 

—Ed. 

Welcome to several new residents: 

Ann and Doug Smith, 134 Principe de Paz, 466-3163, 
moved in last fall and we apologize overlooking them 
earlier. 

Donna Barnsley, 4 Agua Viviendo, 466-2630, moved 
here from California this spring. 

Amy Taylor, 5 Estrella de la Manana, 466-4866, who 
came from Phoenix, is still in the process of unpacking.  

Rumor has it that two more homes are under contract. 
If you see a new neighbor, please make them feel at 
home.  

To Estee Roll, whose father died unexpectedly, our 
sympathy. 

The Board of Directors and the Association officers  are listed for your information. 
Please feel free to call for assistance or informat ion between 9 A.M. and 7 P.M. Monday 

through Friday, or e-mail  
 

NAME OFFICE TELEPHONE E-MAIL COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN 

Judy Whiteley President 505-466-4138 board@ridgesla.org  

Doug Svetnicka Vice 
President 

505-466-9248 board@ridgesla.org  

Arthur Reeder Treasurer 505-474-6707 board@ridgesla.org  

Tina Lanman Secretary 505-466-4591 board@ridgesla.org  

Dick Carlson Director 505-466-4868 board@ridgesla.org  

Jerry Fornell  505-466-0588 
Office: 
505-466-2612 

ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Chair 

Henry Lanman  505-466-4591 ACC@ridgesla.org ACC Vice Chair 

Olin van Dyck  505-466-2492 roads@ridgesla.org Roads 

Newsletter by: Marilyn LaRowe 466-1864, 
e-mail: jrlarowe@aol.com 


